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o To a lesser extent in the Old Town area around the Warrenville/River/Batavia
Road intersection, where restaurant, condo, and recreational/open space uses are
located adjacent to proposed shared surface parking lots

¢ Building Height. Participants in the community workshops held during the planning
process indicated general sensitivity to building height, but recognized the need for
sufficient development density to allow economically feasible projects. Based on
participant feedback, an incremental additional amount of height and/or density (e.g. one
additional story) beyond that shown in the Subarea Plan may be tolerable in some
portions of the Study Area if it can be demonstrated to substantially improve the
feasibility of a proposed development project. The areas where this concept applies are
specifically called out in the Subarea Plan exhibits in this section, and discussed further
in the “Policies and Implementation Action Steps” chapter of this report.

* Butterfield Road Expansion. The plan for the Civic Center Area incorporates the
premise that IDOT will work with the City to adjust the proposed design for the future
expansion of Butterfield Road to be more sensitive to the existing small town character of
Warrenville and reflective of the traditional/walkable character this plan promotes. The
public and numerous stakeholders repeatedly voiced this expectation throughout the
public input process for this plan.

In an effort to satisfy the community’s expectations and at the same time recognize
IDOT’s responsibility to provide safe and efficient regional and sub-regional traffic
movement, this plan recommends a boulevard treatment in the future Butterfield Road
expansion project. As shown in the illustrative development concepts included in this
Plan, a key component of the boulevard design is separating regional and sub-regional
traffic from local traffic by providing a one-way local access road generally within the
existing 200 foot wide Butterfield Road right-of-way (ROW). The one-way local access
road would be located in the north edge of the Butterfield Road ROW, would provide
safe and efficient vehicular access to a significant amount of existing and proposed new
development, and would include either parallel and/or angled parking. The proposed
boulevard treatment also includes significant streetscape and at-grade pedestrian
improvements that collectively work together to prevent Butterfield Road from becoming
a major divisive physical barrier.

As discussed further in the following chapter, the City will need to coordinate extensively
with IDOT during ongoing efforts to finalize the design for this roadway expansion
project in order to achieve the ultimate implementation of the proposed boulevard
treatment. The following guidelines should be considered as the City and IDOT refine
the design of the boulevard treatment:

o Whenever possible, new buildings should face the street and have pedestrian
access from sidewalks that run parallel with the local access lane

© A strong pedestrian realm (the space between the building facades and the curb
line of the regional through lanes of traffic) should represent at least 50% of the
total ROW width
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o Safe pedestrian areas of refuge should be provided in the center median at the
Batavia Road and Rockwell Street Intersections

o The transition between the traveled way (center lanes) and the pedestrian realm
should be defined by a continuous median planted with at least one uninterrupted,
closely spaced (no more than 35 feet apart), line of deciduous trees that extends
all the way to the intersections

© The median along the north side of Butterfield Road should contain the proposed
new east-west multi-purpose trail and other pedestrian amenities such as benches.

o Lighting is recommended in the pedestrian realm and should be designed for
pedestrians: closely spaced, relatively low in height, and preferably warm in color

o Space should be preserved on the median that separates the traveled way and local
access road for a potential future bus stop

© The local access road should only have one relatively narrow (9-11 feet) travel
lane and should include either parallel and/or angled parking. Ideally, the slow-
moving nature of the local access road should be accentuated by a slight change in
elevation from the “through street” portion of Butterfield, and potentially different
(perhaps rougher) surface material

o The width of the through traffic lanes should not exceed 12 feet

o Access priority for vehicles at intersections should be given to the through lanes
on the traveled way first, then to the crossing traffic on intersecting side streets,
and then finally to movement on the local access road

e Sustainable/Green Urbanism Principles. Participants in public workshops for the
Subarea planning process voiced a desire to promote green building and sustainable
design principles in the future development of Old Town/Civic Center. In keeping with
this input and with its recent efforts to promote cutting-edge stormwater management
practices, the City should pursue policies and projects that promote sustainable
design/green urbanism principles. In particular, these principles can be incorporated into
design guidelines/regulations and/or guidelines for the use of TIF funds, as described in
the next chapter. ‘

e Utility Undergrounding. In conjunction with private development or redevélopmcnt
initiatives and wherever possible, the City should purse the undergrounding of above-
ground utilities.

e Floodplain Land Acquisition/Dedication. As opportunities arise, the City should
pursue dedication and/or acquisition of land and easements on floodplain areas.
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1. River Accessibility and Trail/Pedestrian Enhancements. @ The Subarea Plan
recommends a series of improvements designed to make the DuPage River more
accessible and usable as a major amenity for both Old Town and Civic Center. The City
should work to implement these recommendations in coordination with ongoing County-
level initiatives to clean up thorium contamination in the river and reconfigure the
contours of the river channel. This initiative is likely to be implementable in the
relatively near term because of the time frame of these other river improvement efforts.

2. Butterfield Road “Boulevard” Concept. IDOT’s proposed widening of Butterfield
Road is in the Phase I planning and design stages, and opportunities exist for the City to
influence the ultimate design of the road cross-section as it traverses the Civic Center
district. Although the true time frame for the proposed widening is not yet known, the
City should begin the process of negotiation and coordination with IDOT over the
detailed roadway design and allocation of funding and management responsibilities.. This
agreed-upon revised design can then be incorporated into IDOT’s plans for the road
improvements. The City should therefore promptly authorize the preparation of
geometric plans to refine the City’s vision for the design of this roadway. These
geometric plans are likely to be relatively inexpensive, and are critical to imitiate
meaningful and productive discussions with IDOT. Once a design is agreed upon, it may
be possible to implement the boulevard treatment in advance of the ultimate Butterfield
Road widening without substantial cost duplication.

If the City is unable to reach a satisfactory agreement with IDOT regarding boulevard
treatment and related pedestrian upgrades to the Butterfield Road crossing, the City
should consider as an alternate strategy a grade-separated pedestrian crossing of the
expanded Butterfield right-of-way.

3. Rockwell Street Reconfiguration. The recommended approach for this improvement is
similar and related to that for the Butterfield Road “Boulevard.” The City should
commission geometric design of the proposed improvement, and approach IDOT with the
proposed changes to the preliminary design of the Butterfield/Rockwell intersection. It
may be possible to incorporate a portion of the cost of the reconfiguration into the overall
Butterfield improvement budget. It is not yet clear at this stage of design whether this
improvement can be implemented in advance of the Butterfield Road widening without
causing substantial cost inefficiencies.

4. River/Batavia/Warrenville Intersection Realignment. The ultimate alignment of this
improvement is yet to be determined pending more detailed design and initial
implementation actions. The Preferred Plan and Alternate configurations both appear
viable at a conceptual level, giving the City flexibility to pursue the alignment that
appears more desirable from a cost, feasibility, and/or development-related standpoint.
The City should lay out and then follow a step by step decision-making process to
determine how the ultimate alignment will be selected.
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