
On the 18th of February, Community Development Director Ron 
Mentzer and I attended a luncheon sponsored by the Valley Industrial 
Association (VIA) that featured a nationally recognized and highly 
regarded economist as the guest speaker.  I attend these functions with 
staff, as I am able, for a number of reasons.  One is simply to give 
Warrenville a presence in as many positive venues as possible.  Some 
300 business folks from the Naperville/Fox Valley area heard that the 
City of Warrenville cared enough about their gathering to have two representatives attending.  Never 
know when that might pay off. 
 
Another reason we go to these programs is the hope that there will be some worthwhile takeaway:  use-
ful information, novel or fresh insights, confirmation that we are doing something right, ideas to im-
prove our process, a connection with a potentially valuable contact, or even some new worry bead to 
add to our string.  The trip to and from is also good as it provides another opportunity for me to have 
informal face time with Staff, discussing current City issues and other good stuff like the latest family 
and personal highlights. 
 
Of course, there are potential downsides to these luncheons and dinners.  There is the very real possibil-
ity that they may prove to be a waste of time.  It happens.  Poor speakers, weak material, no worthwhile 
takeaways.  Sometimes, we walk out wishing we had made another choice for our time; a more produc-
tive one.   The other thing is the food.  I used to look forward to the “free” and generally tasty food.  
Every meal you don’t have to prepare yourself is a good one, right?  Well, yes and no.  After one year 
as Mayor, I had ballooned to 205 pounds.  This was a “takeaway” I hadn’t bargained for.  Fortunately, 
three years ago I determined to make some changes, lost 40 pounds, and I feel much better. 
 
Which brings me to the cookies.  They were pretty hard to miss as I sat down at our table, placed with 
evil design, I am convinced, not twelve inches from my lunch plate.  These were not just cookies.  Pull 
out your Webster’s, look up “irresistible”, and you will find a picture of one of these cookies.  You 
could almost see the imprint of Mom’s fingers on them, left when she lovingly flattened the oversize 
dough balls.  And there they were, right before me, warm from the oven, and she was calling me to en-
joy my favorite, oatmeal-raisin.  Darn.  Yet another test. 
 
But I digress.  I wanted to tell you about the speaker.  I’m happy to report that he was above average, 
articulate, intelligent, well-informed, on top of things and interesting.  In other words, he sees things as 
I do.  Technically, as shown by several key indicators, the recession is over and things are getting better 
-- slowly - but it seems unlikely that we will return to boom times anytime soon, if at all.  He pointed to 
several cyclical economic trends to show that in each case we have hit a low point we have rebounded 
from it.  This was encouraging.  At the conclusion of his presentation, he provided a summary of his 
key points, and the very last bullet was just one word, which, in the context of his remarks, remains 
particularly disquieting.  The word was “change”, with its implication of more challenges ahead.  
Great. 

 
So, back to the challenge that was already on my plate, so to speak.  I am happy to report that both Ron 
and I were able to resist temptation (it’s always best to have a partner to encourage good choices).  Not-
ing that two of the cookies probably represented the calories burned during a five mile run tipped the 
scales (sorry).  No cookies for us.  Score one for me.      (Continued on page 4) 
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Please mail your feedback to: 
Ana Vainisi, Editor 
City Clerk’s Office 
28 W 701 Stafford Place  
Warrenville, IL  60555 or 
avainisi@warrenville.il.us 
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You Count. Be Counted. Answer the Census. 4-1-2010 
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A building permit is required for all new construction, 
including buildings, fences, sheds, decks, or any above-
ground structure. Permits are also required for concrete or 
paver patios, all driveways, and for most remodeling pro-
jects. Examples of remodeling projects include any 
changes or replacement of water or gas piping, wiring, and 
heating; or work that affects the structure of any walls, 
door and window openings, roof elements, and replace-
ment of permanent exterior coverings such as roofing, 
brick or stone siding, and window frames (where the open-
ing is altered). 
 
A permit is not required for work that is not controlled by 
the building codes, such as painting and floor coverings, or 
installing appliances that are not permanently attached to 
the wiring or plumbing systems, such as washing machines 
or room air conditioners. 
 
Any questions about permits should be addressed to the 
Community Development at (630) 393-9050. Obtaining a 
permit will ensure that the work is inspected appropriately 
and complies with applicable codes.  

Need a Building Permit? 

The City of Warrenville has been committed to the permanent elec-
tronic indexing of documents with the goal of making public records 
more accessible to the public. 
 
After many years of research and planning by the City Clerk’s office, 
the necessary technology was purchased, and City personnel and con-
sultants were able to install an upgrade to the Laserfiche Indexing 
System that allows anyone with an Internet connection anywhere in 
the world to view City Council, Committee, and Commission min-
utes, all City Ordinances, and City Resolutions (from the time the 
City was incorporated until the present).  
 
The Laserfiche WebAcess program also provides the capability of 
searching by word, date, number, or phrase on 
any subject covered by minutes, resolutions, or 
ordinances allowing for an additional layer of 
transparency in City government.  
 
Look for this capability on the City’s website 
effective on March 1, 2010. Simply go to 
www.warrenville.il.us, click on “the City” (to 
the right of the screen) and choose the City 
Clerk, City Council, or Forms and Documents 
page, clicking on View City minutes, ordi-
nances and resolutions, at the bottom of each 
of these pages. 
 
Questions about this newest public service can 
be directed to Executive Assistant Ana Vainisi 
at (630) 836-3027 or avainisi@warrenville.il.us 

W E B  A C C E S S T O  CI T Y  
D O C U M E N T S 

On February 1, the City Council accepted a proposal from 
Waste Management to provide residential solid waste col-
lection and disposal service. The City’s current contract 
with Arc Disposal expires on April 30, 2010. Te contract 
was publicly bid, and the proposal provided by Waste 
Management was the most competitive. 
 
Beginning May 1, 2010, prices will be as follows. 
 
Refuse/Yard Waste Stickers: $2.75/30 gallon  
    container or 50 lbs. 
Recycling:   FREE 
Bulk Items:   $20.00 
Special Collections:  $25.00/cubic yard 
White Goods (Appliances): $25.00 
Toter Service:   $25.00/month 
 
Waste Management will honor Arc Disposal stickers for 
four weeks after the new contract begins. When buying 
stickers, please make sure to purchase no more than can be 
used by May 1, 2010. 

WASTE M ANAGEMENT  
BEGINS PICKUP ON 

M AY  1 

“You can’t base 

your life on other 

people’s 

expectations” 

Stevie Wonder 

According to ComEd, last year, more than 80 million Americans and 
thousands more across the globe turned out the lights in a unified call 
for action to combat climate change. Known as Earth Hour, the 
“largest climate event in history”, this global effort encourages every 
individual, business, and community to turn out the lights for one 
hour to show that by working together, everyone can make a differ-
ence in the fight against climate change. 

 
Earth Hour is all about the small changes that 
everyone is capable of making in their lives and 
building the Earth Hour ethos into each day’s 
living. Turning the lights off, represents turning 
the lights on in your mind, to the benefit of 
emissions reduction. Imagine the result, if eve-
ryone around the globe switched off their lights 
for one hour?  

EA RT H  HO U R 2010 
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The City continues to work on the establishment of a Quiet Zone at the Batavia Road crossing along the Canadian National (CN) 
tracks. This process has been delayed because CN is asking the City to meet its insurance requirements. The City continues to work 
towards resolution of this issue so the crossing can be converted from a private crossing to a public crossing, thereby falling under 
the Federal Rule regulating Quiet Zones.  
 
However, until this goal is reached, residents should be aware of the standards regulating train horns. When residents hear a horn, the 
first question should be which railroad is the horn coming from? Train horns can be heard for great distances, and the BNSF tracks 
and UP tracks are close enough to be heard for some Warrenville homeowners, especially at night. Portions of these tracks fall into 
existing Quiet Zones, but even with a Quiet Zone in place, a conductor is required to sound a horn should there be people or animals 
that pose a danger near the tracks. 
 
The normal sequence of a train horn for a crossing is a series of five toots, with the final one lasting long enough until the train 
physically occupies the crossing. Train crews are expected to quickly get good at timing their horns so they are not excessively long.  
 
Concerns about the train horns can be directed to Assistant City Administrator Jennifer McMahon at (630) 393-9427 or jmcma-
hon@warrenville.il.us, including as much detail as possible including location, time of day, and number of horn soundings. 

TR A I N  HO R N S 

US CE N S U S 2010  

V O L U N T E E R F O R CO M M U N I T Y  PA RT N E R S I N  PO E T RY 
The City of Warrenville joined the City of Wheaton and Community Unit School District 200 in the spring of 2004 to unite citizens 
through poetic literature. To continually honor the Community Partners in Poetry program, the City has invited guests to read poetry 
at the start of every City Council meeting.  A committee of Warrenville and Wheaton citizens, as well as teachers and staff in District 
200 directs Community Partners in Poetry. Mayor Brummel is looking for a representative to continue this program in Warren-
ville. This is an important volunteer opportunity and anyone interested can contact the Mayor at 630/393-9427 or davidbrum-
mel@warrenville.il.us. 

The City of Warrenville hopes to inspire greater appreciation of poetry through this program's efforts. Anyone interested in reading a 
poem at a City Council meeting can contact Executive Assistant Ana Vainisi at the City at 630/393-9427. 

The Census population count determines how many U.S. representatives each state has in Congress, but on the local level, it deter-
mines how much federal and state funding Warrenville will receive. Approximately $300 billion in federal funding is distributed to 
communities each year, based not only on the amount of people in the community, but on the demographics, ranging from income, to 
age, to ethnic background. Municipalities receive money from various funding sources, with many based on information collected in 
the Census. Why should this matter? Because that funding goes towards infrastructure projects and services for every resident fam-
ily. The federal government uses population data to allocate funds for grants to school districts, 
head start programs, park districts, public transportation, road rehabilitation, programs for the eld-
erly, emergency food and shelter, and much more. Reduced funding means cuts in these programs. 

In March, the Census Bureau will be mailing or delivering the questionnaire to every household. 
The questionnaire is due back to the Census Bureau by April 1, 2010.  From April to July , the 
Census Bureau will knock on the door of every home that does not mail back a completed 2010 
Census form.  It’s critical that everyone take just 10 minutes to fill out and mail back the form 
rather than wait for a census worker to show up at the door. About $85 million in taxpayer dollars 
are saved for every one percent increase in mail response. The Census Bureau must get a census 
form to – and a completed form back from – every residence in the United States. Please take the 
time to complete this form because it literally makes a difference in the life of the Warrenville 
community.  

Remember: It’s in your hands to help our community! Stand up and be counted!  



 
28 W 701 Stafford Place 
Warrenville, IL  60555 
 

City of Warrenville 

Phone: 630-393-9427 
Fax: 630-393-6948 
www.warrenville.il.us 
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Library Program: Family Story Time  Tuesdays 
 

10:30 a.m.  
and 6:30 p.m. 

Warrenville Public Library, 28 W 751 Stafford  
 

Library Program: Bilingual Story Time  Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. Warrenville Public Library, 28 W 751 Stafford  
City Council Regular Meeting 3-01-10   7:00 p.m. City Hall, 28 W 701 Stafford Place 
Bicyclist and Pedestrian Advisory Commission 3-02-10 7:00 p.m. City Hall, 28 W 701 Stafford Place 
Library Program: Super Couponing 2 3-03-10 7:00 p.m. Warrenville Public Library, 28 W 751 Stafford Place 
Plan Commission/ZBA Meeting 3-04-10   7:00 p.m. City Hall, 28 W 701 Stafford Place 
Library Program: Adult Book Discussion 3-04-10 7:30 p.m. Warrenville Public Library, 28 W 751 Stafford Place 
Special City Council meeting: Budget Workshop 3-06-10   8:00 a.m.  City Hall, 28 W 701 Stafford Place 
Library Program: Through the Looking Glass Activities 3-06-10 10:30 a.m.  Warrenville Public Library, 28 W 751 Stafford Place 
Community Development Committee meeting 3-08-10   7:00 p.m. City Hall, 28 W 701 Stafford Place 
Park District Program: Tour of Planter’s Palatte 3-09-10 1:30 p.m.  Meet at Park Recreation Center, 3 S 260 Warren Avenue 

Library Program: Adult Book Discussion 3-10-10 1:00 p.m. Warrenville Public Library, 28 W 751 Stafford Place 

School District #200 Board meeting 3-10-10   7:30 p.m. Whittier Elementary School, 218 W. Park Ave., Wheaton 
Tourism and Arts Commission Special Meeting 3-11-10 6:00 p.m. City Hall, 28 W 701 Stafford Place 
Library Program: Guys Read/Father-Son Book Club 3-11-10 6:30 p.m. Warrenville Public Library, 28 W 751 Stafford Place 
Park District Program: Preventing Falls Lunch & Learn 3-12-10 12:00 p.m. Park Recreation Center, 3 S 260 Warren Avenue 
Forest Preserve District: Maple Fest 3-14-10 Noon Fullersburg Woods 
City Council Meeting  3-15-10  7:00 p.m. City Hall, 28 W 701 Stafford Place 
Park District Program: Leprechaun Chefs 3-16-10 3:45 p.m. Park Recreation Center, 3 S 260 Warren Avenue 
Environmental Advisory Commission 3-16-10   7:00 p.m. City Hall, 28 W 701 Stafford Place 
Library District Board of Trustees meeting 3-17-10 7:00 p.m. Warrenville Public Library, 28 W 751 Stafford Place 
Park District Board of Directors Meeting 3-18-10 6:15 p.m. Park Recreation Center, 3 S 260 Warren Avenue 
Library Program: Lit Chicks/Mother-Daughter Reading 3-18-10 6:30 p.m. Warrenville Public Library, 28 W 751 Stafford Place 
Plan Commission meeting 3-18-10   7:00 p.m. City Hall, 28 W 701 Stafford Place 
Park District Program: Bunny Basket Delivery 3-20-10 8:30 a.m.  Sign up in advance for home delivery on March 20 
Library Program: Ellison Die Cut Day 3-20-10 2:00 p.m. Warrenville Public Library, 28 W 751 Stafford Place 
Forest Preserve District: Maple Fest 3-21-10 Noon Fullersburg Woods 
Finance Committee Meeting 3-22-10 7:00 p.m. City Hall, 28 W 701 Stafford Place 
Park District Program: Herb Gardening 3-24-10 7:00 p.m. Park Recreation Center, 3 S 260 Warren Avenue 
School District #200 Board meeting 3-24-10   7:30 p.m.  Edison Middle School, 1125 S. Wheaton, Wheaton 
Library Program: Youth Bingo 3-30-10 2:00 p.m. Warrenville Public Library, 28 W 751 Stafford Place 
Park District: Lunchtime Basketball Tues/Thurs 11:30 a.m. Park Recreation Center, 3 S 260 Warren Avenue 
Albright Museum Hours  Sundays 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 3 S 530 Second Street 

Continued from page 1… In the interests of being fair and balanced, I have to fess up about the outcome of another dinner I attended.  
Cub Scout Pack 68 invited me to their annual Blue and Gold Banquet at St. Irene’s on February 21, to help celebrate 100 years of 
scouting and honor individual scout achievements.  To thank me for attending, they presented me with a nice, big can of Trail’s End 
Carmel Corn.  This is also pretty good stuff, and I could easily picture popping the top off this beauty and inhaling its entire contents 
in one sitting, as I have done many times in the past.  And that’s pretty much how it played out, having been “advised” by Ray Scott 
as I was leaving, that if I opened the can and let it “breathe” for 30 seconds, all the calories would escape out into the air.   
Thanks, Ray.  It was worth it, and only a three mile run. 


