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Every once in awhile, a piece of what I consider junk mail catches my
eye, and I actually look at it before it hits the recycling bin. A slick and
glossy booklet put out by The Week and entitled Luxury arrived a little
while ago, and I just had to page through it. A lot of the usual stuff,
most of it at the upper end of a price range that is well beyond what
most of us would be willing to invest, or candidly, could ever afford. I
ended up spending an inordinate amount of time on the pages devoted
to wristwatches. In my mind, upper end meant Rolex, Patek Philippe, or
the like. Well, the upper end seems to have shifted a bit while I was
otherwise occupied. The watches featured here started in the low six
Mayor David L. Brummel
figures, with the apex model commanding $900,000. Nope. That's not a davidbrummel@warrenville.il.us
typo. Thirty will be produced. Get one for yourself and twenty-nine for
your bestest buddys for only $27 million.
Full disclosure: I have a Timex. Bought it at Target for $35 and change. It looks like a watch, it's not
too big and clunky, it's easy to read, I like the expansion band, and with a slight turn of my wrist, I
can get the day of the week, the date, and the time. Boom! That's just what I want, and the
investment was modest by my standards. It serves as my work watch and my dress up watch.
Continued on Page 4

CITY SUPPORTS CHRISTMAS SHARING
Christmas Sharing of Wheaton and Warrenville is coordinated by an
all-volunteer charitable organization run by a coalition of Wheaton
and Warrenville churches that provide assistance to families in
need during the holiday season. Their mission is one of simple
compassion to make the holidays a little more joyful for their
neighbors in need.

CITY HALL AND POLICE
DEPARTMENT LOBBY
CLOSED
In observance of the upcoming holiday,
City Hall offices, and the Police
Department Front Desk and Records
Division will be closed on December
31st, 2019, and January 1st, 2020.

City officials and employees wanted to give back to the Warrenville
community because of the support the community provides them. For emergency assistance, please use
Towards that end, $890 was raised for Christmas Sharing, in the red phone located in the Police
addition to donations of clothing, coats, toys, and food. Monetary Department vestibule, or call 9-1-1.
donations are used to buy new toys
and food for program clients.
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CITY PARK RESERVATIONS
Applications for the 2020 rental of City Parks (Rich Volkmer
Gazebo, Cerny, Bob Walters Commons, and Leone Schmidt
Heritage) may be made beginning January 2, 2020. Park
reservations are on a “first come first serve” basis and
cannot be held without payment. Payment cannot be made
via phone, but cash, check, Mastercard, VISA, Discover, or
AmEx will be accepted at the counter with a completed
application.
For questions regarding reservation of a City Park, please call
(630) 393-9050.

NO STREET PARKING AFTER 2”
SNOWFALL
City Code 5-3-9 states: No vehicle shall be parked on any
street, roadway, or roadway shoulder: 1) for a period of
twenty four (24) hours after the accumulation of two inches
(2") or more of snow; or 2) until the street or roadway has
been cleared of snow.
The Police Department assists the Street Division during any
snowfall event that produces two inches of snow or more by
enforcing the City's parking ban on streets. The City Code is
in place to keep the streets clear for snowplows to efficiently
and safely remove snow curb to curb. While the Police
Department does not have control over when snowfall will
be removed from City streets, it is empowered to ticket and
tow vehicles in violation. Towing of vehicles is predicated on
various factors, which include the length of time the vehicle
was illegally parked and the type of hazard it presents.

CENSUS 2020 UPDATES
The U.S. Census Bureau is hiring for the upcoming 2020 Census. Go to www.2020census.gov to explore job opportunities in the
Warrenville area and to apply.
Warrenville 2020 Census Complete Count Committee is in the process of finalizing the outreach action plan. The City, in
partnership with local community leaders representing local faith-based and non-profit service organizations, Park, Library
and School Districts, will begin the informational and outreach campaign in January 2020. Outreach efforts will include
information on accurate count benefits for Warrenville, Census data collection, security, and timeline.
For partnership opportunities and outreach ideas for your organization, contact Senior Planner Natalia Domovessova at
nataliad@warrenville.il.us

ACTUALIZACIÓN CENSO 2020
La Oficina del Censo esta contratando para el Censo del 2020. Visita la pagina www.2020census.gov para oportunidades de
empleo en el area de Warrenville y para aplicar.
El Comite de Conteo Completo de Warrenville esta en el proceso de finalizar su plan de acción
comunitario y educativo. La Ciudad, junto con lideres de la comunidad representando
organizaciones de fe y organizaciones sin fines de lucro, residentes, personal de la Ciudad y de
los distritos de parque, biblioteca, y escuelas, comenzaran la campaña de informacion y acción
en Enero del 2020. Informacion incluira los benficios de un conteo complete para la Ciudad de
Warrenville, colección de informacion para el Censo, seguridad, y linea de tiempo.
Para mas información sobre oportunidades de asociación o ideas para tu organización, favor de
llamar a la Urbanista de la Ciudad, Natalia Domovessova al 630-836-3030.
www.warrenville.il.us

Page 3

BEFORE A WINTER STORM OR EXTREME
COLD HITS...

TOYS-FOR-TOTS A SUCCESS!
Thank you to the many generous people who dropped off
donations for the Toys-For-Tots campaign!

There are also numerous areas throughout the City where the
sidewalk is located in front of common property where there
are no homes. In these
instances, the City
encourages the property
owners adjacent to these
sections of sidewalk to
remove the snow and ice.

Gather emergency supplies for work and home
Winterize your home
Protect water pipes
Prepare for isolation in the home
Prepare the vehicle for the winter
During a winter storm or extreme cold, do the following:
 Stay indoors as much as possible
 Check on the elderly or homebound
 Ensure proper ventilation when using alternative heat from
a fireplace or space heater
 Eat to supply heat to the body and drink fluids to avoid
dehydration
 Dress in layers and avoid overexertion when outside
 Watch for signs of frostbite and hypothermia
 Do not travel. If a trip cannot be delayed, consider using
public transportation
 Travel during daylight hours and don’t travel alone
 Carry a winter storm survival kit, which should contain
blankets, flashlight with extra batteries, first aid kit, knife,
high calorie, non-perishable foods, extra clothing, large
empty can and plastic cover with tissues and paper towels
for sanitary purposes, smaller can and waterproof matches
to melt snow for drinking water, sack of sand or cat litter,
shovel, windshield scraper and brush, tool kit, tow rope,
booster cables, water container, compass and road map.
More detailed information can be found on the City’s website
at www.warrenville.il.us. Select Government > Emergency
Management Agency.

2020 CITY CALENDARS!

DISCARDED CHRISTMAS
TREE PICKUP

On Friday, December 13th, the toys were loaded into the Police
Department “sleigh” and delivered to the drop-off location for
distribution. A total of 14 boxes of toys were filled to the brim.

SIDEWALK SNOW REMOVAL
Property owners are encouraged to remove snow and ice from
the sidewalk in front of their homes as a neighborly gesture.







Due to a generous private sponsorship, the City is once again Waste Management will pick up discarded Christmas trees
able to provide free community calendars to Warrenville during the first two weeks in January 2020, without stickers
on the regular pickup day.
residents and visitors!
The theme of this year’s calendar is: 2020 Visions. Quantities AFTER the second week in January 2020, all
will be limited, so only two calendars per person will be trees will be taken as trash and must have
permitted.
a sticker attached. Trees longer than 6 feet
in length must be cut in half.
Stop by City Hall, the Police Department, and the Library,
Park, and Fire Districts to pick up a calendar.

www.facebook.com/CityOfWarrenville
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I have had the same model for several decades, except for a few years when I switched to a succession of Fitbits, all of which
at some point just stopped working, which eventually led me back to my trusty Timex. When it comes to watches, I guess I
don't assign them much value above their time-establishing function. Clearly, watches can mean so much more to others.
And something considerably more to a select few.
The City doesn't buy watches, I'm pretty sure. But hundreds of decisions have been made over the years, and continue to be
made, about how much to spend on equipment, buildings, infrastructure, staffing levels, public property maintenance,
special projects, and a host of other needs and wants. There was a time in our past when the community was newly organized
and there was a lot that had to be done but resources were scant. To return to the watch metaphor, at that time, we aspired
to the Timex level. Choices were severely limited by severely limited resources. Thanks to prudent fiscal decisions and healthy
development, we now have resources we could only have dreamed of in the sixties. We have sported the Timex for awhile now,
and it gets the job done for the basics at a service level that is approved by most. We will continue to be fiscally prudent with
no bonded debt, a diversified revenue stream, and ample reserves. We don't buy things that we can't pay for, maintain going
forward, and eventually replace. Good government 101.
But if you look around the community, you can see evidence that we are now carefully investing in improvements that add to
our quality of life beyond the basics, which involves a lot of thought and discussion. How expensive of a watch should
Warrenville wear? Where do we want to be as a community on the continuum from Spartan to extravagant? What is our trade
dress as a community? Are low taxes THE metric to measure our success, or are other metrics also worthy of consideration?
Are you happy with what you see? Is there something that you would like to see that you don't? It's a new year. Don't let it go
by without at least once sharing with your elected officials what you think about where we are as a community now, as well as
where you would like to see Warrenville in the future. The more citizens we hear from, the more likely the community will
evolve into the place that most of the citizens want it to be. We have excellent staff to guide us, outside experts for advice on
specifics, and our own vision of a successful Warrenville. Add vigorous citizen input to this and you have the recipe for real
community success.

CITY DOG TAGS
2020 dog tags are now available for purchase at City Hall or at
the Police Department.
 City Dog tag license fees:
 $4.00 neutered dog  $8.00 non-neutered dog
 Veterinarian certificate of the dogs current rabies vaccination
is required
 For residents age 65 and older, there is no fee for a neutered
dog; $4.00 for a non-neutered dog
 Guide Dogs for the vision or hearing
impaired: No fee
For more information, call City Hall at
(630) 393-9427 or Police Animal
Control Officer Perry at (630) 393-2131.

TIPS TO PREVENT FROZEN
WATER LINES
Remove garden hose from outside spigot
Allow warm air to circulate around the water meter
Tightly seal any vents or access areas in crawl space
If water pipes are on an exterior wall, leave cabinet doors
open for better exposure to heat
 Let water run at a trickle on extremely cold nights (about
the diameter of a pencil)
 Contact the Water Division to shut off water at vacant
properties
 Low water pressure could be an indicator that pipes are
starting to freeze
Questions regarding these tips? Call (630) 393-5753.
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