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It was the summer of 1949. Marge Brummel was again worried about
her three boys. From 1916 onward, a polio epidemic had appeared
each summer in at least one part of the country. It was one of the
most feared of childhood diseases, a highly contagious viral illness
that in its most severe forms caused nerve injury, paralysis, difficulty
breathing, and sometimes death. Almost nothing was known about
how the disease was transmitted, and there was no vaccine. One
fateful day, her worst fears were confirmed. Her youngest, David, was
ill with polio.
Mayor David L. Brummel
In the epidemic of 1949, there would be 2,720 deaths from the
davidbrummel@warrenville.il.us
disease in the United States, with 42,173 cases reported. Many
children were crippled for life due to spinal nerve damage, but the most feared outcome, other than
death, was the prospect of being confined indefinitely to an "iron lung". This was basically a large
tube in which your body was placed with only your head protruding from one end.
Continued on Page 4

CITY RESPONDS TO CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)
The information included in this newsletter was up to date as of March 23, 2020. However, the COVID19 outbreak continues to evolve rapidly, which is impacting all facets of our day-to-day lives. For the
most up-to-date information, please follow the City’s Facebook page, Facebook.com/CityOfWarrenvile,
visit www.warrenville.il.us/coronavirus, or contact us at 630-836-3050. Meeting and event
cancellations due to COVID-19 will be posted at City Hall and on the City’s website,
www.warrenville.il.us/Calendar, as they occur. Keep checking for continued updates.

CONVENIENT WAYS TO PAY YOUR
WATER AND SEWER BILL

HEALTH & WELLNESS FAIR
POSTPONED

Residents and businesses can pay their City of Warrenville
water and sewer utility bill a variety of ways:
x Online bill pay through most major banks. Just add City of
Warrenville as a “payee”.
x Via City’s website. Click the Online Payments button from
the home page. (user fee applies)
x Over the phone; dial 1 (888) 750-5945. (user fee applies)
x Regular mail or drop off in the drop box outside of the
Manning Avenue entrance at City Hall.
x Direct debit via Automatic bill pay; request a form from
City Hall or search “auto pay form” on City website. Call
(630) 836-3050 with questions.

Due to the threat of COVID-19, the
Community Health and Wellness Fair
scheduled for April 14, has been
postponed for a later date. Updates to
this and all Park District events can be
found at www.warrenvilleparks.org
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ACORN RIDE CARD BUYBACK

SENIOR TELECOMMUNICATION TAX
REBATE APPLICATIONS DUE APRIL 30

The City will be offering a buyback program for unused ACORN
van rides on purchased ride cards. The buyback program will be
The City of Warrenville will reimburse City
available beginning April 13 through May 29, 2020.
Telecommunications Taxes paid by qualified seniors with
x Riders will be reimbursed for all unused rides on their ride a total household income of $40,000 or less in the
previous calendar year. The rebate is applied to the tax
card ($3.00 per ride).
payments, beginning with the year in which the senior
x Riders requesting a buyback must complete a Ride Buyback
turned 65. The applicant must occupy the property as
Program Form, available on the City website, by mail, fax, or
their principal residence and be liable for paying the
email. The forms and cards may be dropped off in the drop
taxes. Reimbursement will be made only for the
box outside City Hall or mailed to the Finance Department.
preceding calendar year.
x Refund checks will be mailed to the rider within sixty (60) The Rebate form and instructions are available on the
days of receipt. No cash refunds will be provided.
City’s website, www.warrenville.il.us under Our
x Buyback forms received after 5:00 p.m. on May 29, 2020, will Community > Resident Services > Senior and Disabled
Services > Telecommunications Tax Rebate.
not be processed.
For questions about the buyback program, or to request a form, All completed applications must be submitted by April
30, 2020. Please call (630) 836-3050 for more
please call (630) 836-3050.
informationǤ

x
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By now, each household has received a letter from the U.S. Census
inviting them to respond to the 2020 Census. Go to
www.my2020census.gov to complete the Census now to ensure an
accurate count and avoid unnecessary and costly follow up from the
Census. In light of concerns over Coronavirus spread, completing the
Census from the comfort of your home either online, by phone, or by
returning the paper questionnaire is a safe and efficient option.
The 2020 Census questionnaire will take about 10 minutes to complete.
It's safe, secure, and confidential. Your information and privacy are protected.
Your response helps to direct billions of dollars in federal funds to local communities for schools,
roads, and other public services.
Results from the 2020 Census will be used to determine the number of seats each state has in
Congress and your political representation at all levels of government.

CENSO 2020
A este punto, cada hogar ha recibido una carta del Censo de los Estados Unidos invitandolos a responder
al Censo del 2020. Dirigirse al sitio web www.my2020census.gov para completar el Censo
inmediatamente para asegurar un recuento preciso y evitar un seguimiento innecesario y costoso para el
Censo.
A la luz de las preocupaciones sobre la propagación del Coronavirus, completando el Censo de la
comodidad de su hogar: por internet, telefono, o enviando por correo, es una opción segura y eficiente.
x El cuestionario del Censo del 2020 tomará unos 10 minutos para completer.
x Es seguro y confidencial. Su información y su privacidad están protegidas.
x Sus respuestas ayudaran a dirigir miles de millones de dólares de fondos federales a las comunidades
locales para escuelas, carreteras y otros servicios públicos.
x Los resultados del Censo del 2020 se usarán para determinar el número de escaños que cada estado
tiene en el Congreso y su representación política a todos los niveles del gobierno.
www.warrenville.il.us
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BRUSH PICKUP BEGINS IN APRIL

YARD WASTE COLLECTION
City landscape and yard waste collection is available each

Free brush pickup is scheduled to begin April 6. Refer to the map
year from April 1 through November 30. Yard waste is picked
below to find out what zone you live in or visit the City’s website at
www.warrenville.il.us/418/Brush-Pickups---Wood-Chips and click up on the same day as trash and recycling pickup. Leaves
and grass cuttings must be contained in either a 30-gallon
on the Brush Pickup Zone Map.

Zone 1 – 1st Monday of April, May, September, and October
Zone 2 – 2nd Monday of April, May, September, and October
Zone 3 – 3rd Monday of April, May, September, and October
Zone 4 – 4th Monday of April, May, September, and October

biodegradable paper bag, or a standard 35-gallon garbage
container, clearly displaying a YARD WASTE ONLY decal. All
containers or bags also require the use of refuse and yard
waste stickers.
At this time, decals and stickers can be requested from City

Please keep in mind that brush is required to be set out by 7:00 Hall by calling (630) 836-3050. Decals are free of charge.
a.m. on the designated Monday, but pickup may occur on a day
later in that week. Check City website for scheduling updates.
Brush piles must comply with the following:
x One pile per address
x Pile cannot be greater than 3 feet in height, 8 feet in depth,
and 15 feet in length
x Branches cannot be longer than 8 feet in length and no
more than 8 inches in diameter
x Branches must be placed with the larger cut end toward the
street
Brush pickup is limited to trimmings (not tree removal) from
bushes or shrubs, and branches from trimming and pruning trees.
Other items such as logs, root balls, stumps, lumber, etc. will NOT
be picked up. Brush piles that do not conform to these standards
will not be picked up and a notice will be left on the front door.
Call Public Works at (630) 393-9050 for more information.

ORDER STICKERS BY MAIL
Want refuse / yard waste stickers mailed directly to you?
Drop off or mail a check payable to the City for the number
of sticker sheets you require, and they will be mailed back
to you. Stickers are sold only in sheets of 5 stickers per
sheet. Use amounts listed above as costs per sheet.
Multiply costs per number of sheets for multiple sheet
purchases. Remember to write “Refuse Stickers” in the
check memo and include your mailing address and number
of sheets you are purchasing.

EMPLOYEE ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations to the following employee who is celebrating a
milestone anniversary in April:
Joseph Ulaszek
Electrical Inspector — 10 years
Hometown Happenings recognizes employees celebrating milestone
5, 10, 15, 20 or more years of employment.
www.facebook.com/CityOfWarrenville
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This was attached to a mechanism that did your breathing for you because your lungs were so damaged that they could no
longer function at the level needed to sustain life. Some children would spend the rest of their lives in this machine.
Marge was terrified for good reason. Her youngest was very sick, and his two brothers were at risk. I don't remember a lot
about being sick then. I do remember waking frequently from terrible nightmares probably caused by high fever. I also
remember screaming and struggling to keep from being submerged into nearly scalding hot bath water, as heat was thought
to be an effective treatment at the time. There was a large sign on our front door warning: QUARANTINE. My Mom could not
leave the house, but my Dad was allowed to go to work. My brothers were allowed to be in the yard, but no friends could visit.
Charles tells me that he spent hours riding his bike in circles in the yard to the point that there was a path in the grass.
I was lucky. It affected my spine, and damage was confined to my left leg and foot, some of which was corrected by surgery
when I was ten. As is sometimes the case with this illness, it has caused me some difficulties in my 70's, but I am not
complaining. I have been very fortunate and am grateful.
This reflection was precipitated by our current struggle to come to grips with the COVID-19 pandemic. I am writing this on
March 18 and you will receive it on April 1. I have no idea what our situation will be as you read this, and this uncertainty
makes me very uneasy. I am certain that it will be more difficult and messy, because it is a viral illness that is very
contagious for which there is no vaccine. State and federal efforts are to flatten the curve of those affected to the point that
our health care system is able to cope.
Finally, underlying this reflection is the recognition of the terror that my Mom must have had to live with as her child was
threatened by a horror that she had no control over, and the resolve it must have taken to soldier on. I guess I really never
appreciated her heroic efforts and strength until now.
In the coming weeks and months, I hope that we can keep in mind how stressed and worried all of us are; how we struggle to
stay positive with a new normal that changes daily, sometimes hourly, mostly in directions we would prefer to avoid. We at the
City will continue to provide critical services and to maintain safety and stability in the community. For your part, I invite you
to dig deep, as you struggle to find what you need to cope, to make your best effort to help and support others who are also
struggling. Follow the advice of the CDC and directives of the state and federal governments. Wash your hands, practice
social distancing, and act in such a way that others remember you as I remember my Mom.

MAYOR’S FITNESS CHALLENGE
The Mayor’s Fitness Challenge is a program designed to inspire
competitive nature and motivate you to engage in some type of
physical activity. The challenge today is planning a program that
meets the strict rules of the Stay-at-Home Order, the CDC
guidelines, and social distancing policies caused by the
coronavirus pandemic, and still encourage healthy physical
activity. At the time of this publication, details for the program
have not been set. Check the City’s website for periodic updates
to this and all City events. When it is safe to resume a normal
outdoor fitness routine, Mayor will be ready to motivate residents
to get up, get going, and get fit!
www.warrenville.il.us
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