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M AYOR ’ S C OLUMN
Got to thinking about bridges a week or so ago, as Mary and I took the
tandem down to McDowell Grove and on into Naperville. We hadn't done this
ride in some time, and as we crossed the new bridge over the West Branch
entering the preserve, I again marveled at the wonderful job the Forest
Preserve District did in replacing the old structure with something far
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better. The old bridge was pretty primitive, with only one traffic lane that
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had to serve vehicles, cyclists, and pedestrians. Guardrails were totally
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inadequate. Sadly, I remember losing a couple of my teenage Warrenville
 Police Charity
contemporaries years ago when their car careened off the bridge late one
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night and they drowned. With the new bridge, I can't imagine that
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happening again. Two-way traffic is easily and safely accommodated, and a
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protected path for cyclists and pedestrians has been provided. The only
 Employee
downside was that access to McDowell was limited during the months-long construction period.
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Of course, we are no strangers here in Warrenville to dealing with bridge construction. Both the
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Warrenville Road bridge and the Williams Road bridge have been rebuilt and substantially upgraded in
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recent years. In both cases, we endured significant short term inconvenience in trade for long term
benefits, including augmented safety features for vehicles, cyclists, and pedestrians, flood management
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improvements, and designs that paid homage to the originals, capturing and preserving their charm. As
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we try to do with every capital project, grants were sought and secured so the cost to local taxpayers was
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a small portion of the total cost.
Frozen Water Lines
On a smaller scale, the City supported the County’s replacement of the Prairie Path pedestrian bridge over
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the West Branch near Butterfield Road with a new and improved model. At the suggestion of Alderman
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Aschauer, for a modest investment, the old bridge was saved, repainted, and relocated over a creek in
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to connect two neighborhoods for pedestrians. Thanks, Stu.
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CITY HOLIDAY HOURS
In observance of the Thanksgiving holiday,
City Hall offices, and the Police
Department front lobby and Records
Division will be closed Thursday,
November 26 and Friday, November 27. All
offices will resume currently structured
business hours and services on Monday,
November 30.
For emergency assistance, use the red
phone located in the Police Department
vestibule, or call 9-1-1. Emergency
response will not be affected.
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POLICE EMPLOYEES PARTICIPATE IN
CHARITY FUNDRAISER

GUIDELINES FOR SAFE HOLIDAY
GATHERINGS

Police Department employees will participate in No Shave
November and Double-Down December to benefit St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital. Each employee will donate $75 to
participate in the charity fundraiser. The hospital in Illinois is the
largest of its kind, and specializes in pediatric treatment focused
on children's catastrophic diseases, particularly forms of
pediatric cancer. Daily hospital expenditures are approximately
$2.8 million, at no cost to the patient’s family regardless of
illness or treatment needs.
Anyone who would like to participate through a donation, may
submit a check made payable to the Warrenville Police
Benevolent Fund, and write No Shave November - Warrenville
Police in the memo section. The check may be dropped off at the
Police Department during regular business hours now through
Wednesday, December 30th at 6:00 p.m. Cash donations will not
be accepted.
All
donations, in full,
will be made directly
to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital.

The City of Warrenville encourages residents to follow the Center
for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines for healthy and safe holiday
gatherings. Many traditional indoor holiday activities can pose a
higher risk for spreading the virus that causes COVID-19. Before
you celebrate, refer to the CDC website for a list of low,
moderate, and high risk activities for gatherings and other fall
and winter holiday celebrations at www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html.
Remember, during any celebration, wear a mask around people
who do not live in your household, wash or sanitize hands
frequently, limit contact with shared items and surfaces, and
follow CDC guidelines for keeping safe around food and drinks.
Updates to these regulations can be found on the IL Department
of Health website, www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19, the City’s
Coronavirus webpage, www.warrenville.il.us/761/Coronavirus2019-Updates, and on the City’s Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/CityOfWarrenville/.

EMPLOYEE ANNIVERSARIES

W ATER AND S EWER U TILITY B ILL
C OLLECTIONS

When the COVID-19 pandemic began, the City Council placed
a moratorium on the assessment of penalties and the
a milestone anniversary in November:
possibility of disconnecting water service, due to delinquent
City water and sewer bills. That moratorium has been lifted,
Mark Jarosz
and the assessment of late penalties and the possibility of
Public Works Laborer — 5 years
service disconnections, will resume for delinquent water and
sewer accounts.
Hometown Happenings recognizes employees celebrating
milestone 5, 10, 15, 20 or more years of employment.
If your financial situation has been effected by the pandemic,
and you are having or will have difficulties paying your City
REDUCE YOUR RISK
water and sewer utility bill, please contact Water Billing at
When it comes to locking your car, everyday life can lead to (630) 393-1753, for assistance in making payment
momentary distractions that can end up being costly. Cars not arrangements to avoid disconnection of service for nononly get broken into, they get stolen. And, while you can’t stop payment.
every little thing from going wrong, you can take an active part in
making a few things go right. Reduce your risk by removing
valuables from your car and locking it. These two simple steps
can help deter that in-the-moment car burglar or thief. Here are
a few ideas that may help to remember:
x Set a daily reminder on your cellphone to lock your car
x Use another daily routine as a trigger: feeding a pet, taking
your dog for an evening walk, starting the dishwasher, when
a nightly TV program begins or ends, brushing your teeth,
when outside lights go on, or by leaving a note on a
nightstand or refrigerator.
Congratulations to the following employee who is celebrating

www.warrenville.il.us
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TOYS FOR TOTS
The U.S. Marine Corps 2020 Toys for Tots Campaign has begun, and the Police
Department is a DuPage County donation drop-off site. Now through Thursday,
December 10, at 7:00 p.m., new unwrapped toys in original packaging for
children aged newborn to 12 years old may be dropped off at the Police
Department. Donations will be accepted during regular business hours, Monday
through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. excluding weekends and City holidays.
Monetary donations may be made online through the Marine Corps Toys for Tots
website link provided below, and will be used to purchase toys for children within
DuPage County when shortages occur. The Police Department will not be able to
accept monetary donations.
All toys collected will be distributed to DuPage County children in need.
Questions regarding this campaign may be directed to Community Service Officer Perry at (630) 393-2131. The DuPage County
Marine Corps has provided the following donation guidelines:
x Items accepted: New and unwrapped toys and items for older kids like: hand-held electronics, jewelry sets, cosmetics, arts and
crafts, model kits, creative or educational toys, and athletic equipment
x Items to avoid: Gift cards (secure online monetary donations can be made, instead); toys that could lead to a choking hazard
x Items not accepted: Food, used stuffed animals, clothing, and realistic-looking weapons
Donations: marinetoysfortots.salsalabs.org/localdonationform/index.html?fun_local_campaign_designation=IL-Warrenville

LAWN SPRINKLER WINTERIZATION
The Illinois Commerce Commission requires water suppliers to develop and implement a cross connection control program (CCCP)
for the elimination of existing cross connections and prevention or protection from all future cross connections on potable drinking
water systems. Regulations are enforced to keep drinking water safe. Residential backflow preventers may be found on lawn
irrigation systems, wet fire protection systems, hot water heating (boiler) systems, swimming pool fills, water features, etc.
Backflow preventers may also be required if there is another water source on the site such as a well, pond, river, etc.
Lawn sprinkler systems should be winterized soon. If a backflow preventer is located outdoors, remember to either blow it out or
remove and store it someplace warm for the winter. It may be covered with a blanket, towels, or similar item temporarily. Insulation
or heat tape may also be used, but would be insufficient protection for the winter. Allowing it to freeze is a costly mistake. Once
removed, remember where it is stored. The backflow preventer will need to be given to a lawn irrigation contractor or plumber next
spring to re-install it. Plumbing Code requires that the backflow preventer be tested upon re-installation every season by a certified
tester. Test results are then submitted online at TrackMyBackflow.com by the tester.
The CCCP is designed to safeguard public health. Cooperation with the City’s program, its enforcement, and any requests for
information that come from Aqua Backflow or Utility staff is appreciated. Questions, call: John Satter, (630) 836-3051.

TIPS TO PREVENT FROZEN WATER LINES
x Remove garden hose from outside spigot
x Allow warm air to circulate around the water meter

x Tightly seal any vents or access areas in crawl space
x If water pipes are on an exterior wall, leave cabinet doors

open for better exposure to heat
x Let water run at a trickle on extremely cold nights (about
the diameter of a pencil)
x Contact the Water Division to shut off water at vacant
properties
x Low water pressure could be an indicator that pipes are
starting to freeze
Questions regarding these tips? Call (630) 393-5753.

NO STREET PARKING AFTER 2” SNOW
City Code 5-3-9 states: No vehicle shall be parked on any street,
roadway, or roadway shoulder: 1) for a period of twenty four (24)
hours after the accumulation of two inches (2") or more of snow;
or 2) until the street or roadway has been cleared of snow.
The Police Department assists the Street Division during any
snowfall event that produces two inches of snow or more by
enforcing the City's parking ban on streets. The City Code is in
place to keep the streets clear for snowplows to efficiently and
safely remove snow curb to curb. While the Police Department
does not have control over when snowfall will be removed from
City streets, it is empowered to ticket and tow vehicles in
violation. Towing of vehicles is predicated on various factors,
which include the length of time the vehicle was illegally parked
and the type of hazard it presents.
www.facebook.com/CityOfWarrenville
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Warrenville has one more bridge that must be dealt with. The Mack Road bridge was found to be nearing the end of its useful life
when the City began investigating the feasibility of a path, at or on the bridge, to safely connect McKee Marsh with the part of
Warrenville west of Route 59. Even without adding the path, it was determined that the bridge would have to be replaced. (It
continues to be safe to use and is inspected monthly to ensure this.)
So, we now have to anticipate that short-term pain and inconvenience needed to achieve long-term benefit. The current plan calls
for replacement to begin in late 2022 or early 2023, and Mack Road will be closed for probably six to seven months. Total cost for
the new bridge will be $3.5 million. The good news is that the new bridge will have a protected pedestrian and cyclist path, it will
be higher and wider to accommodate flooding events, and it will have a design similar to our other two new bridges. And the best
news is that external grants will pay 80% of the cost.
City Staff started looking at the proposed path and bridge options back in 2017. We hope to see a finished project in 2023. This is
not an unusual timeline for a project of this magnitude. There are a lot of ducks to get in a row. And we will surely grouse about
our inconvenience for those months. But we are leaving something for future residents better than we found it. Isn't that what
communities are supposed to do?

VETERANS DAY CEREMONY
Veterans Day honors those who served in the U.S. Armed Forces and marks the
anniversary of the end of World War I. In fact, major hostilities of World War I were
formally ended at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918, when the
Armistice with Germany went into effect. Join VFW Post 8081 Commander Larry Berger,
American Legion Post 589 Commander Vince Morello, Warrenville veterans, Mayor
Brummel, and other City officials at the Warrenville Veterans Memorial, Stafford Place
and Warren Avenue, Wednesday, November 11, at 11:00 a.m. for a ceremony to honor
local veterans. Social distancing regulations will be enforced.

BURNING LEAVES IS A VIOLATION OF CITY CODE
It is a violation of the City’s Open Burning Ordinance to burn leaves. Burning
leaves releases smoke and irritants into the atmosphere, which can cause respiratory
problems and other health issues, and makes it difficult for neighbors to equally enjoy
being outdoors in the fall. Instead of burning leaves, be a good neighbor and consider:
x Shredding leaves with a mulching lawn mower; leaves will quickly decompose
and nourish lawns and gardens next spring
Raking leaves onto garden beds to protect wintering plants and nourish soil
Never blow or rake leaves into the street as they can inhibit the flow of stormwater
into the storm drains, which can result in local flooding and unnecessarily increase pollutants in the local streams and the
DuPage River.
If recycling and composting leaves on your property is not feasible, for a fee, residents may take leaves to Midwest Compost, LLC,
1195 W. Washington Street, West Chicago, midwestcompostllc.com/yardwaste-disposal-dumping/. See the County website,
www.dupageco.org/swm/ for more information and additional resources.
x
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