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As I write this we are about three weeks into 2021. I'm not going to list
all the reasons that 2020 will not be fondly remembered. Suffice it to
say, I think we can all agree that our fondest wish and hope is for a 2021
that is a significant departure from its predecessor. And yet, as welcome
as change is at this point, there are some things that define our little
town, and remind me that, at the center of the human heart is goodness,
and that there are some things that must never change.
Mary, Diesel, and I were sitting in our car in the parking lot at
Warrenville Grove Animal Hospital waiting for Dr. Borowiak to attend to
Mayor David L. Brummel
Conrad's sore paw. A man and his small daughter, presumably there for
davidbrummel@warrenville.il.us
a similar mission, emerged from their car and ambled across the snow
at the edge of the lot towards Batavia Road. The little girl could not have been more than three, and
of course seeing her got us to trying to recall when our Sara was that age, which felt like yesterday
and forever ago at the same time. They worked their way slowly across Batavia Road to the sidewalk,
and started to pass in front of the fire station. As they walked, I saw the little girl wave at the big
overhead doors, and although I could not see through the glass, I figured that someone inside had
waved at her. Presently, the door on the far right began to raise and a fireman emerged and came out
to greet the dad and daughter. It did not appear that they were acquainted, but clearly, pleasantries
were being exchanged. Next thing we knew, all the lights were flashing on the huge fire engine
framed in the doorway, to the expressed delight of the little girl. Hand waves of departure were soon
exchanged, the fireman returned inside, the big door descended, the dad and daughter mini
adventure resumed, and the world continued to turn.
Continued on Page 4

STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS

CITY OFFICES CLOSED

Due to COVID-19 mitigation restrictions on
public gatherings, this year’s State of the City
Address will be pre-recorded and presented to
the public in late February. Look for a notice on
the City’s Facebook page and website for more
a specific date and time.

In observance of Presidents’ Day, City Hall offices,
and the Police Department Front Desk and Records
Division will be closed on Monday, February 15,
2021. For emergency assistance, call 9-1-1 or use
the red phone located in the Police Department
vestibule. You will be connected to 9-1-1 dispatch.
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2021 CITY CALENDARS AVAILABLE
Thanks to a generous donation, the City is once again able to
provide free community calendars to Warrenville residents and
visitors! The theme of this year’s calendar, Warrenville: Once
There Was A Tree, celebrates trees of Warrenville, past and
present. Quantities are limited, so only one calendar per family
will be permitted.
2021
Residents can stop by
City Hall, the Police
Department, and Tom’s
Market (formerly Family
Foods) for a copy of this
year’s community
calendar.
Once there was a tree...

ALDEN WARRENVILLE HORIZON SENIOR
LIVING CENTER MAKING PROGRESS
The Senior Living Center at Butterfield and Batavia Roads,
when completed in the summer of 2021, will consist of one
building with 71 apartments. As of January 2021, 40
apartments have been leased. Rents will range from $400$1,200 per month, based on income. Seniors 62 and older can
apply for residency in a one or two bedroom apartment by
contacting the Alden Foundation at (630) 499-9718.

CITY FILLS INCLUSION, DIVERSITY,
EQUITY, & AWARENESS COMMISSION
It’s official! The City has filled all the open commissioner
positions on the new Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and
Awareness Commission (IDEC). Thank you to all who applied
and volunteered. The commission will begin meeting in
February and will generally meet monthly. Initially, IDEC will
focus on establishing its mission and objectives for this first
year. Agendas will be published on the City’s website under
Agendas and Minutes in advance of every meeting. If you
wish to share information or address the commission, please
contact Assistant City Administrator Cristina White at
cwhite@warrenville.il.us.
For more information about the make-up of the Commission,
please visit www.warrenville.il.us/800/Inclusion-DiversityEquity-Awareness-Com.

SIDEWALK SNOW REMOVAL
In the waning months of winter, property owners are
encouraged to remove snow and ice from the sidewalk in front
of their homes as a neighborly gesture. There are also
numerous areas throughout the City where the sidewalk is
located in front of common, non-residential property. In these
areas, the City encourages the property owners adjacent to
these sections of sidewalk to remove the snow and ice. Do your
part to keep sidewalks passible for neighbors and children
alike.
www.warrenville.il.us

EMPLOYEE ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations to the following employees who are
celebrating a milestone anniversary in February:
Larry Brenner
Crossing Guard — 10 years

Alex Klasen
Public Works Utility Worker — 5 years

Hometown Happenings recognizes employees celebrating
milestone 5, 10, 15, 20 or more years of employment.
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COVID-19 VACCINE DISTRIBUTION
The DuPage County Health Department (DCHD) has launched
a COVID-19 Vaccine webpage for the public to stay informed
on the latest information regarding the vaccine and plans for
distribution. As more information becomes available, DCHD
will update the public on its website and other social media
outlets. Residents can get more information and sign up for
weekly updates at: www.dupagehealth.org/covid19vaccine.

I / WE LIVE ALONE PROGRAM
Residents who live alone, have special needs, or may be
homebound, are encouraged to take advantage of the City’s
I / We Live Alone program. During incidents of severe weather
or public safety emergencies, the Police Department will
make well-being calls to registered residents to ascertain any
need for assistance. This is a free service to Warrenville
residents.
To submit an application, visit the Police Department’s
Resources for the Public webpage on the City’s website at
www.warrenville.il.us, under City Government > Departments
> Police, or call the Police Department at (630) 393-2131, for
further assistance.

To learn more, visit

wm.com/recycleright
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Mayor’s Column Continued from Front Page

I had to think that if that Dad was from Warrenville, he thought to himself: "I love my town." If he was from somewhere else,
he had to think: "This is the kind of place where I would like to live." A small, thoughtful, generous gesture created an
impression of a community and revealed the heart of that community.
Postscript: The day this happened was the day we honored Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, and his powerful message of tolerance,
acceptance, and love. That same evening, the City Council approved the appointment of the volunteers who would populate
the recently formed Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Awareness Commission (IDEC), formed to help the City find more ways to
ensure that all who visit here and choose to live here are treated fairly, feel welcome, and included. I mention this because
the fireman was white and the dad and daughter were people of color. Thanks, Captain Eric Ermer, for being you, and for
making me proud of Warrenville.

WATER QUALITY WEBINARS AVAILABLE
In partnership with The Conservation Foundation, DuPage County Stormwater
Management (SWM) is resuming a monthly Water Quality Webinar series for
both residents and technical audiences. These free webinars will provide tips
on ways to protect local waterways and ecosystems. The hour-long residential
webinars will be held the third Wednesday of each month at 1:00 p.m., and the
technical webinars on the second Thursday at 1:00 p.m. Visit:
www.theconservationfoundation.org/events for more information.

H OME R ADON T ESTING
As part of Radon Action Month in January, The Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA) is urging residents to take time
to test their home for radon. Radon related health risks are preventable with a simple home detection test.
Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas that is recognized as the second-leading cause of lung cancer in the United
States. Radon comes from the natural breakdown of uranium and radium in the soil. This odorless, colorless, tasteless gas is
found all over the United States, in the air that we breathe in buildings, homes, and offices, and if not properly mitigated can
reach drastically high levels causing major health concerns. It is estimated that more than 1,100 people in Illinois develop
radon-related lung cancer each year.
“With more people staying home, working and learning remotely, this is a great time to test your home for radon,” said IEMA
Director Alicia Tate-Nadeau. “Radon enters our homes through cracks and other holes in the structure’s foundation or crawl
space. Homes trap radon where it can build up once inside. It is important to note that radon can be found in older buildings
and new constructions. A simple home test is an inexpensive and easy way to know if you and your family is at risk of
exposure.” Many radon test kits can be found online or in home improvement stores.
In order to accurately determine the radon concentration of your home, IEMA recommends you follow the instructions provided
with the test kit to place and retrieve the detector. Additionally, IEMA suggests you review and follow their Guidelines for
Radon Measurements in the Home to determine the number of detectors needed, the locations for placement and general
testing protocols. Ensure at the completion of the radon measurement that the test kit is mailed back to the laboratory in
accordance with the instructions provided with the kit. More information about radon, testing, measurement levels, and
mitigation can be found at www2.illinois.gov/iema/NRS/Radon/Pages/default.aspx.
www.warrenville.il.us

