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CITY OF WARRENVILLE

MEMO
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:
DATE:

Mayor, City Council, and City Administrator Coakley
Senior Civil Engineer Hocking
TRAILHEAD REDESIGN RECOMMENDATIONS
July 1, 2021

Purpose of Memo
The purpose of this memo is to i) provide the Trailhead Workgroup and staff redesign
recommendations ii): provide an updated schedule and next steps to implement the project.
Redesign Recommendations
On May 26, 2021, staff met with ComEd representatives to discuss the restrictions on the ComEd
Easement and where specific project elements, like the Restroom Building/Pavilion and Illinois
Prairie Path (IPP) Heritage Display could be located. After a follow up meeting, ComEd staff
agreed that the Restroom Building/Pavilion and IPP Heritage Display could be located in the
easement with specific restrictions and requirements. Staff then worked with the City’s
consultants to draft two location and design alternatives for each project element. These design
alternatives were presented to the Trailhead Workgroup on June 14, 2021.
At the June 14 meeting, the Trailhead Workgroup discussed the project impacts due to the ComEd
restrictions within their easement. The Workgroup was given the project restrictions specifically
related to the restroom building and pavilion as well as the IPP Heritage Display as described in
Exhibit A (Workgroup Minutes) and Exhibit B (Redesign Plan).
The Restroom/Pavilion was moved from the northwest to the northeast area of the project due to
ComEd easement restrictions. This design retains the same original layout of the restrooms,
including two restroom rooms and a utility service room. This layout also consists of a revised
shelter to include only one bay of canopy space (vs two in the original design) to fit two picnic
tables. This design includes the same material and colors of the original design and bike amenities
including a drinking fountain, bike repair station, bike racks, and trash receptacles adjacent to it
(Exhibit C).
Also, due to ComEd easement restrictions, the IPP Heritage Display was moved from the north
area near the existing ComEd foundation to the northeast project limits where the existing
information sign, benches and bike racks are located. The design and layout of the IPP Heritage
Display remains generally the same, with the use of stamped colored concrete for the railroad
component (Exhibit D)
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The Workgroup preferred redesign alternatives for City Council approval are shown on Exhibit B.
City staff is in agreement with these preferred alternatives and also recommends the Committee
recommend approval of the redesign to the City Council.
City Staff also presented the new design to the Park District Board on June 17. The Park District
Board had no objections to the new redesign alternatives. Rob Sperl, the IPP group representative
on the Trailhead Workgroup, presented the alternative location of the IPP Heritage Display to the
IPP Board. They also have no objections to the new location of the IPP Heritage Display.
Project Costs
Due to the redesign of the project, a change order in an amount of $31,416 has been submitted by
the consulting engineer. This is for the redesign alternatives, meeting, updates to the final
engineering plan documents and report and resubmittals to IDOT. Staff believes this is a
reasonable change order request for the project.
Construction costs for the project have decreased due to the reduced size of the pavilion as well as
other components that have been removed from the project due to the ComEd easement
restrictions. Items that have been moved or reduced include rain gardens, trees, stone
outcroppings. Also, stamped concrete has been changed to regular concrete due to design
considerations and new layout of the building. These changes results in a reduced construction
cost of about $100,000.
Remaining Schedule
The Project’s Surface Transportation Funding (STP) will expire and the City will lose the existing
STP funding allocated to this project if it is not included on an IDOT letting/bidding notice on or
before the April 29, 2022. In order to move the Project forward and retain the STP funding
allocated to the project, staff proposed an implementation plan. The remaining dates are:
• July 12 – CDC meeting - Present Trailhead design recommendation for approval and
implementation and recommend approval of consultant’s change order request.
• July 19 – City Council Meeting – Accept Committee recommendation and approve revised
Trailhead design.
• August 1 – Submit final engineering plans to ComEd.
• August 13 –Submit draft bid documents to IDOT.
• September 13 – CDC Meeting – Present Local Agency Agreement (LAA) for Construction
and Resident Engineering contract.
• October 11 – Final bid documents and Draft LAA to IDOT.
• January 21, 2022 – IDOT Letting Date.
• March 2022 – Begin Construction.
The implementation plan above assumes continued cooperation and expedited review from
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ComEd, DuDOT, and the Trailhead Workgroup. If there is a delay, the January 21, 2022 IDOT
Letting date will be moved to the last available letting date of April 29, 2022. This would result
in a fall construction schedule.

EXHIBIT A

City of Warrenville
Illinois Prairie Path Trailhead Improvements
Section No. 19-00039-00-BT
Workgroup Meeting via GoToMeeting
June 14, 2021 at 3:30 pm
Meeting Minutes
Attendees:
Ron Mentzer – City of Warrenville Director of Community & Economic Development
Phil Kuchler – City of Warrenville Public Works Director
Kristine Hocking – City of Warrenville Senior Civil Engineer
Jamie Clark – City of Warrenville Capital Maintenance Superintendent
Sidney Kenyon – DuPage County DOT Transportation Planner
Bill Weidner – Alderman
Bob Pebble – Planning Commissioner
Rob Sperl – IPP Director
Tim Reinbold – Warrenville Park District Superintendent of Recreation
John Mayer – Engineering Resource Associates
Abby Zielinski – Engineering Resource Associates
Tim King – Hitchcock Design Group
Chris Hansen – Kluber Architects & Engineers
Parnell Tesoro – Kluber Architects & Engineers
Project Impacts from ComEd Requirements within their Easement area
Kristine Hocking provided an overview of the project status. All of the DuDOT parcels in the project area are
part of a ComEd easement. During the final engineering design for the project in April, the City received new
review comments from ComEd. The comments were more restrictive than previous review comments. The
City met with ComEd on May 26th to discuss how the project could still be achieved while complying with
ComEd’s easement restrictions. The design needs to be revised, and then it will be reviewed by the ComEd
Transmission, Real Estate, and Distribution divisions.
Design elements that are acceptable to ComEd include:
• Shrubs and plants, away from the ComEd structure
• Light poles meeting vertical clearance requirements
• Sidewalk
• Interpretive signs, away from the ComEd structure
• Benches and trash receptacles, not below overhead wires
Design elements that must be modified or removed include:
• The restroom building cannot be near the overhead wires
• The IPP Heritage / Founders Memorial Display cannot be near the ComEd structure

•
•
•
•
•

The butterfly garden cannot be near the ComEd structure. The butterfly garden can be placed south
of the Illinois Prairie Path and west of the gazebo path.
Rain gardens are not allowed in the ComEd easement
Concrete curb and stone outcroppings are not allowed, except for near the IPP Founders Memorial
Display
Drinking fountain, bicycle repair station, picnic tables, and bike racks are not allowed below the
overhead wires. They will be relocated near the restroom building.
Trees are not allowed in the easement

Layout and IPP Heritage / Founders Memorial Display
Tim King described the revised layout options that would meet ComEd requirements. A goal of the design is
to still provide open space that can be used during the Summer Daze event. ComEd identified an area within
their easement where the restroom building would be allowed. This area is outlined in pink on the attached
Revised Layouts document. The proposed building location options were intentionally placed away from the
existing stone tower in order to avoid aesthetic conflict.
There are two options for the IPP Heritage / Founders Memorial Display. Option 1 would be located in the
area where there is currently an existing information sign and bike racks. Stone seating is allowed in this
location. A roof on the information sign is allowed because it would be replacing the existing sign.
Option 2 would be located near the northwest project limit, where the restroom building was previously
proposed. Stone seating would not be allowed and a roof on the information sign would not be allowed due
to the proximity to the overhead wires.
Tim also described a potential alternative to the sculptural railroad component. The sculptural railroad
component in the original design was a decorative reconstructed railroad, not intended as a path. An
alternate would be stamped and colored concrete. A local company, Butterfield Color, has created this
product.
Restroom Building Options
Chris Hansen presented two options for the restroom layout. Option A consists of a building with two toilet
rooms, a utility service room, and no shelter area. Benches could be placed against the building wall facing
the open space.
Option B consists of a building with two toilet rooms, a utility service room, and a shelter with one bay of
canopy space. This option contains half of the canopy space as in the original design, in order to fit within
the area allowed by ComEd. The size and depth of the white members beneath the canopy may be adjusted.
Both building options use the same materials and colors as in the original design. The bike amenities
including a drinking fountain, bike repair station, bike racks, and trash receptacles would be located next to
the sidewalk that runs along the parking lot. The building concept renderings that were presented are
attached.
Work Group Feedback
Rob Sperl likes the idea of using stamped and colored concrete for the railroad component. He also prefers
the IPP Founders Memorial Display Option 1. He will get feedback from the IPP board.

Bob Pebble prefers building Option B because it provides shade and shelter from rain.
Ron Mentzer asked how close the Option B building location would be to the Stafford Place curb. With the
current layout, the building is approximately 13 feet from the curb. The building can be shifted slightly away
from the curb. The depressed curb adjacent to the handicapped parking stalls will be used for Summer Daze
truck access, so enough space should remain open on the north side of the building.
Jamie Clark noted that the location of the storm sewer needs to be confirmed. Lining the storm sewer is a
possibility if the building needs to be placed above it.
Bill Weidner asked for the City staff’s opinions. Ron Mentzer prefers building option B, as long as it is
positioned appropriately away from the curb and storm sewer.
Bob Pebble asked for a plan sheet with the updated building elevation and layout location prior to the Plan
Commission meeting on June 24th.
The workgroup’s consensus is that IPP Founders Memorial Display Option 1 is preferred. Building option B is
preferred, with adjustments for a smaller overhang and beams.
Project Budget Impacts
The overall project cost will decrease. The original estimate for the building was $353,000, and the cost
estimate for Option B is approximately $325,000. The IPP Founders Memorial Display cost will also be
slightly reduced.
The City will opt for the DuPage County fee-in-lieu provision to meet the stormwater BMP ordinance because
rain gardens are not allowed in the ComEd easement. The fee will likely be less than the cost of rain
gardens.
Electric, water, and sanitary service lines to the building will be a similar cost as in the original design.
Project Schedule
Kristine went over the anticipated project schedule as follows:
a. CDC meeting – July 12, 2021
b. City Council Meeting – July 19, 2021
c. Final engineering plans to ComEd – August 1, 2021
d. Draft bid documents to IDOT – August 13, 2021
e. CDC Meeting - September 13, 2021
f. ComEd returns comments – September 15, 2021
ComEd’s typical review period is 90 days, however the City hopes to receive comments within
45 days in order to meet the target letting.
g. Revised final engineering plans to ComEd – September 30, 2021
h. Final bid documents and ComEd agreement to IDOT – October 11, 2021
i. Final executed agreements to IDOT – November 22, 2021
j. Letting – January 21, 2022
The last possible letting before the grant money expires is April 2022.
k. Begin Construction – March 2022
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