PLAN COMMISSION

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STAFF REPORT

WALDORF SCHOOL OF DUPAGE – 30W160 CALUMET AVENUE W

September 23, 2020
Project Number
TUP2021-1008
Applicant & Property Owner
Waldorf School of DuPage
Approval Sought
Temporary Use Permit

LOCATION MAP

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND
In this case, Waldorf School of DuPage (the “Applicant”)
formerly known as Four Winds School, owner of the
property at 30W160 Calumet Avenue W (the “Subject
Property”), is requesting approval of a Temporary Use
Permit which would allow four temporary tents to be
constructed on the property. The tents have the following
dimensions: 20 feet by 50 feet, 40 feet by 40 feet, and two
20 feet by 30 feet tents. The tents will be utilized by
students and faculty as outdoor classrooms with the goal
of creating a safer learning environment during the Covid19 pandemic. The Applicant would like keep the tents until
the end of the 2021 fall term - December 18th.
On November 5 2020, the Plan Commission passed
Resolution No 2020-002 approving a Minor Amendment to
the Final PUD Plans and documents approved by Ordinance
1844, which allowed for the construction of four 30-foot by
20-foot permanent shelter structures. After receiving the aforementioned approval, the four
temporary tents noted above and two additional tents on the adjacent forested parcel to the
east were installed. Because of staff transition at the Waldorf School, the nature of the original
approvals were not properly relayed, causing the current discrepancy. At this time the Applicant
does not plan to construct the four shelter structures approved in November 2020, and is only
seeking approval to keep the four temporary tents described in the introductory paragraph of
this report.
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ANALYSIS
Pursuant to Section 1.D.5 of the city Zoning Ordinance, temporary uses may be allowed upon
approval of a Temporary Use Permit by the City Council. Temporary Uses are defined within the
Zoning Ordinance as, “A principal or accessory use that is established for a period of less than
one year or such other period as may be approved by City Council and is discontinued within that
period.” This proposed use meets this definition. The Plan Commission reviews and makes
recommendations on Temporary Use Permit requests that require City Council approval. As
such, staff is requesting a Plan Commission recommendation to the City Council on the
proposed temporary use of tents at the Waldorf School.
The following application documents have been submitted to the Community Development
Department and distributed to the Plan Commission/Zoning Board of Appeals. Additional copies
of any or all of these documents are available upon request and can be reviewed at the
Community Development Department office.
1. Application for Temporary Use Permit, 3 pages, signed by Rebecca Gandy, dated
August 20, 2021; and
2. Waldorf School Temporary Tent Site Plan, 1 page, undated.
Community Development and Fire Protection District staff have reviewed the application
materials for this Temporary Use Request. Community Development Department staff had
multiple follow-up conversations and meetings with the Applicant regarding the proposed scope
and operation of the tents. Based on this review and subject to the event being operated in
compliance with the recommended approval conditions listed on attached Exhibit B, staff does
not expect the tents will have an undue deleterious impact on the character of the area.
CONCLUSION
Based on the above-noted findings, staff recommends Plan Commission recommends
the City Council grant conditional approval of a Temporary Use Permit, which would
allow for the construction of four temporary tents, as illustrated on the Site Plan (Exhibit
A), subject to the conditions listed on Exhibit B of the September 23, 2021, Community
Development Department Staff Report.
Attachments:
Exhibit A: Site Plan
Exhibit B: Conditions
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Exhibit B: Temporary Use Permit Conditions
1. A final building and electrical inspection shall be performed on all tents and electrical
installation associated with them.
2. Applicant to perform monthly inspections to ensure the installation is maintained in
accordance with all installation requirements including manufacturer requirements and
the conditions of this permit.
3. Tents shall be located a minimum of 20 feet from vehicles.
4. Exit openings from tents shall remain open unless covered by a flame-resistant curtain.
Any such curtain shall comply with the following requirements:
a. Curtains shall be free sliding on a metal support. The support shall be not less than
80 inches above the floor level at the exit. The curtains shall be arranged so that
when open no part of the curtain obstructs the required exit width.
b. Curtains shall be of a color, or colors, that contrasts with the color of the tent.
5. Exit doors, if provided, must swing in the direction of exit travel.
6. Exits must be clearly marked.
7. Applicant to submit a certificate by an approved testing laboratory certifying that tents
and their appurtenances are composed of material meeting the flame propagation
performance criteria required under the building and fire codes adopted by the City of
Warrenville or are treated with a flame retardant in an approved manner.
8. Smoking shall not be permitted in or within 20 feet of tents.
9. Open flame or other devices emitting flame, fire, or heat, or any flammable or
combustible liquids, gas, charcoal, or other cooking device or any other unapproved
devices shall not be permitted inside or located within 20 feet of the tents without prior
approval. This includes heaters, heat lamps, lighting, etc.
10. Fireworks shall not be used with 100 feet of tents.
11. A minimum clearance of three feet shall be provided between the tent and all contents
located within the tent.
12. At least one portable Class 2A rated fire extinguisher must be provided in each tent.
13. A designated Standby Personnel shall remain on duty when the tents are occupied. The
Standby Personnel shall keep diligent watch for fires during the time the tents are in use
and take prompt measure for extinguishment of fires that occur and assist in the
evacuation of the public from the structure.
14. Tents shall be installed and properly anchored in accordance with manufacturer’s
instructions.
15. Anchors, guy wires, ropes, and other tie downs shall be protected to reduce trip hazards.
16. Tents shall be vacated in a high wind event.
17. Occupancy of each tent is limited to 49 people maximum.
18. The floor surface inside tents and the grounds within 30 feet of tents shall be kept free of
combustible waste and other combustible materials that could create a fire hazard. The
existing woodchip “flooring” will need to be removed and replaced with a noncombustible alternative or left as exposed grade.
19. If heat, lighting, or other services are to be added to tents, additional permits are required.
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20. Unless otherwise approved by the City Council, the tents must be removed from the
property before the end of calendar year 2021.

