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Social media can be one huge black hole for time. Maybe 5% of content
is intentionally signed up for, and the balance is assorted dreck,
advertising, and other frivolous time wasters. So, we continue to scroll,
on and on, in search of connections with real friends, near and far, and
the clever or entertaining post by someone we like or admire.
Once in a while, something catches our eye, and we pause to see the
content of one of those increasingly annoying posts that just shows up
unbidden, the content of which some algorithm has determined fits in
with our worldview or buying preferences gleaned from recent purchases.
This happened to me recently. On January 16, an entity called, “Give a
Shift About Nature” (see what they did there?) posted the following on
my Facebook page:

Mayor David L. Brummel
davidbrummel@warrenville.il.us

“The single biggest thing I learned was from an indigenous elder of Cherokee descent, Stan
Rushworth, who reminded me of the difference between a Western settler mindset of, ‘I have
rights,’ and an indigenous mindset of, ‘I have obligations.’ Instead of thinking that I am born
with rights, I choose to think that I am born with obligations to serve past, present, and future
generations, and the planet herself.”
I invite you to search for this post on Facebook. As with many other purported wise thoughts shared
there, the comments that follow the post prove to be more instructive, entertaining, and frequently
unsettling, than the post itself. In this case, the polarization of society is clearly evident in the
responses and replies. So many of those who commented read things into the piece that I would never
have thought of. I found rare recognition that we have both rights and obligations. Pursuing either to
the extreme, it seems clear to me, does not serve us personally, or society in general. Continued on Page 4

STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS
This year’s State of the City Address will air live online and on Channel 10,
February 16, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. As seating is limited, the in-person
presentation will be by invitation only. This is an opportunity to hear the
City’s accomplishments in 2021, current projects, and goals for 2022.
Follow the City on social media or check the website for more information.

CITY OFFICES CLOSED FOR PRESIDENTS’ DAY
City Hall offices and the Police Department Front Desk and Records Division will be closed on Monday,
February 21, 2022, in observance of Presidents’ Day. For emergency assistance, call 9-1-1 or use the
red phone located in the Police Department vestibule. You will be connected to 9-1-1 dispatch.

Page 2

ADJUDICATION HEARINGS
For persons issued a City of Warrenville ordinance
ticket, adjudication hearings occur on the third
Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. in the City
Hall Council Chambers, 28W701 Stafford Place.
Each person who has received an original or
continuation notice is asked to enter through the
Stafford Place doors. A mask or face covering is
required for anyone entering any City building,
regardless of vaccination status. If you have
questions regarding your hearing or the process,
please call the police non-emergency number at
(630) 393-2131, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m.
and 7:00 p.m., and prior to 9:00 a.m. on
Wednesday of the scheduled hearing date.

NO STREET PARKING AFTER 2” SNOWFALL
January’s snow is a good reminder that City Code 5-3-9 states: No
vehicle shall be parked on any street, roadway, or roadway shoulder:
1) for a period of twenty four (24) hours after the accumulation of two
inches (2") or more of snow; or 2) until the street or roadway has been
cleared of snow.
The Police Department assists the Public Works Street Division during
any snowfall event that produces two inches of snow or more by
enforcing the City's parking ban on streets. The City Code is in place
to keep the streets clear for snowplows to efficiently and safely
remove snow from curb to curb. While the Police Department does not
have control over when
snowfall will be removed
from City streets, it is
empowered to ticket and tow
vehicles in violation. Towing
of vehicles is predicated on
various factors, which
include the length of time the
vehicle was illegally parked
and the type of hazard it
presents.
www.warrenville.il.us

I/WE LIVE ALONE PROGRAM
Residents who either live alone, have special
needs, or may be homebound, are encouraged to
take advantage of the Police Department’s I/We
Live Alone program. During incidents of severe
weather conditions or public safety emergencies,
members of the Police Department will make phone
calls to program participants to check on their well
-being. Registration for the no-cost program may
be completed online through the Police Department
Resources for the Public webpage on the City
website at: www.warrenville.il.us.
For more information, call the Police Department at
(630) 393-2131.
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IDEC RECOGNIZES BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Black History Month allows for the opportunity to understand Black history, activism and achievement. Carter G. Woodson, known
as the "father of Black history," through the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History, helped establish Negro History
Week in 1925. This week, which spanned the birthdays of both Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass, aimed to encourage
"people of all ethnic and social backgrounds to discuss the Black experience." The celebration was expanded to a month in 1976,
the nation's bicentennial year, commemorated with a Presidential Proclamation. In that historic year, President Gerald R. Ford
urged Americans to “seize the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected accomplishments of black Americans in every area of
endeavor throughout our history.” Congress passed "National Black History Month" into law in 1986. The law aimed to make all
Americans "aware of this struggle for freedom and equal opportunity." More information about programs and history can be found
at www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov as well as more locally at the DuSable Museum of African American History in Chicago,
www.dusablemuseum.org. The Warrenville Historical Society will be displaying regional Black history during the month of February
in the display cases at City Hall and at the Museum.
The City’s Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Awareness Commission (IDEC) welcomes feedback, ideas, and suggestions to further the
mission of inclusivity and respect for all in Warrenville. Comments may be submitted to idec@warrenville.il.us.

MAILBOX DAMAGE FROM SNOW PLOWS
The City’s Public Works crews work diligently to remove snow from roadways in a timely manner.
Sometimes the snow is so heavy when it comes off the plow, it can damage free-standing mailboxes.
The City will consider claims for reimbursement of mailbox damage by a City snowplow. Claims must
be submitted within 30 days of the damage. To complete a claim form go to:
www.warrenville.il.us/FormCenter/Liability-Forms-7/Mailbox-Replacement-Claim-46.

TIPS TO PREVENT FROZEN WATER LINES

STREET SNOW REMOVAL

When water freezes in pipes, it expands, puts pressure on the pipe from inside, and
can cause a pipe to burst. Even small cracks can lead to expensive water damage.
During cold winter months, consider these tips to help prevent pipes from freezing:

As a reminder, snow removal is done on all
main and through streets before clearing
begins on side streets, dead ends, and culde-sacs. It is not possible to prevent the
deposit of snow at driveway entrances, and
the City does not provide snow removal from
sidewalks or driveway entrances. Private
property owners are responsible for snow
removal on their property. It is unlawful to
shovel, plow or otherwise deposit snow onto
City streets, as this causes a hazard for
motorists and emergency vehicles.

 Remove garden hoses from outside spigots
 Allow warm air to circulate around the water meter
 Tightly seal any vents or access areas in crawl spaces
 If water pipes are on an exterior wall, leave cabinet doors open for better

exposure to heat
 Let water run at a trickle on extremely cold nights (about the diameter of a
pencil)
 Contact the Water Division to shut off water at vacant properties
 Low water pressure could be an indicator that pipes are starting to freeze

SIDEWALK SNOW REMOVAL
In the waning months of winter, property owners are encouraged to remove snow and ice
from the sidewalk in front of their homes as a neighborly gesture. There are also
numerous areas throughout the City where the sidewalk is located in front of common,
non-residential property. In these areas, the City encourages the property owners
adjacent to these sections of sidewalk to remove the snow and ice. Do your part to keep
sidewalks passible for neighbors and children alike.
www.facebook.com/CityOfWarrenville
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Mayor’s Column Continued from Front Page

When I was much younger, I confess that I was more focused on my rights. Being part of local government for so long has
changed that perception dramatically, as I now more fully appreciate how important a stable, well-run community is to those
who live there. If we accept the protections and benefits that society and community provide for us, then we have to recognize
our obligation to serve each other individually and collectively. Rights and obligations are not at odds, they are two sides of
the same coin. And leaving the world a little better than we found it seems a reasonable life goal to me. What do you think?
Do look up this post on Facebook if you have a little time. There are so many points of view and perspectives that will inform
you about the current state of American culture. Keep in mind, however, that once you do, some algorithm somewhere will
take note, and you will see more stuff along the same lines that you did not ask for. It may or may not be a good development.
But, don’t say I didn’t warn you.

ADVISORY COMMISSION
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The City has several resident advisory
commissions to assist the City with a variety
of issues. The Inclusion, Diversity, Equity,
and Awareness Commission (IDEC) is a
recently formed commission intended to
support, encourage, and promote initiatives
and programs that inspire inclusivity,
diversity, and equity in Warrenville. The City
is seeking motivated volunteers to serve on
this commission. Those interested in
becoming an advisory commission member
can submit a Volunteer Application online at
www.warrenville.il.us/FormCenter/City-Clerk3/Volunteer-Application-61, or send a letter
of interest and resume to Mayor Brummel at
davidbrummel@warrenville.il.us. Mayor
Brummel reviews all applications and
appoints members with consent from the City
Council.

www.warrenville.il.us

