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I’m thinking that you could divide people into two categories: those who
hold on to things as long as possible, even when they are worn and sad and
beat up: and those who can’t wait to get a new car when the floor mats get
a little dirty and stained, or the very latest phone as soon as it becomes
available, even though both of these possessions remain quite serviceable.
Or maybe we all have a little bit of each of these tendencies to varying
degrees. I’ll wager that most of you have an old t-shirt, sweatshirt, pair of
shoes, or something that has seen better days, but you just can’t let it go.
You have bonded, and the relationship, however silly it appears to others,
runs deep. Assigning something like this irrevocably to your past is just too
hard, and accepting the loss too sad.

Mayor David L. Brummel
davidbrummel@warrenville.il.us

Case in point: We recently dropped off our mountain bike tandem to
Recycled Cycling for some spring maintenance. Perhaps you have seen Mary and me around town over the
years, me as the Captain and Mary as the Stoker. The bike is “extreme yellow” and we always wear bright
lime jerseys with matching helmets and gloves. Visibility enhances safety, you know.

We purchased this bike in 1988, from the fellows at AC Cycles, once located in Warrenville on Route 59. It
cost nearly as much as a good used car, but I justified the purchase, because it would enable the family
to keep riding the club-organized rides that we were so fond of. Our daughter, Sara, had outgrown the
Burley cart I had pulled her in for several seasons, and was yet too small to do these long rides on her
own. The tandem (which Sara quickly named, “Yellow Jacket”) was equipped with a child crank that
enabled her to reach the pedals, and we could all continue to ride together safely. And we did. So many
rides, hundreds and hundreds of miles infused with fun, accomplishment, and happy rituals that we
engaged in for every ride (Excuse me for a moment. Need a tissue. My eyes are leaking). Continued on Page 4

ARBOR DAY CELEBRATION

CONSTRUCTION SEASON!

The City’s Annual Arbor Day Event will be held at
Cerny Park on Saturday, April 30, from 10:00 a.m. 12:00 p.m. Stop by for the FREE TREE GIVEAWAY
(while supplies last) and check out local
participating organizations as well.

Building permits can be applied for via the City’s
website at: www.warrenville.il.us/580/BuildingPermit-Information. Due to the level of permit
activity and staffing shortages, permit
application review may take longer than normal.
Please contact the Community Development
Department at (630) 393-9050 for additional
information.

Warrenville in Bloom
will be giving away Black
-eyed Susan plugs and
selling an assortment of
native and prairie flower
plugs at the event as
well.

THE CITY IS HIRING!

See the City website at: www.warrenville.il.us/
jobs.aspx, for more information.
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AWWA DRINKING WATER WEEK
YOUTH ARTWORK CONTEST
Warrenville Public Works is celebrating American Water Works
Association’s (AWWA) Drinking Water Week, May 1-7, to
recognize the vital role water plays in the daily lives of
Warrenville residents, and the role Utility Division staff play
to ensure there is clean, safe drinking water. Take a moment
during Drinking Water Week to appreciate what it takes to
deliver fresh, quality tap water!
To celebrate, kids can either create a piece of art that shows
how drinking water effects the daily lives of Warrenville
residents, or color the 2022 Drinking Water Week coloring
sheet found at: www.warrenville.il.us/807/Drinking-WaterWeek.
Entries submitted with a signed image release form will be
accepted now through April 30, via email to Kristin
Youngmeyer, at kyoungmeyer@warrenville.il.us, or at City
Hall, 3S258 Manning Avenue in the drop box, or handed to
staff.
Entries may be featured on the City’s website and Facebook
page during the week of May 2 - 8, after which time, Public
Works staff will select and announce a winner.

SAVE THE DATE FOR THESE FUN EVENTS
The following family-friendly events are coming up in May.
More information on each event will be available on the City
website and Facebook page.
Bike Rodeo: The Warrenville Park District and Warrenville
Bicyclist and Pedestrian Advisory Commission (BPAC) will
For any outdoor do-it-yourself project, or work done by a once again co-host the 16th annual Warrenville Bike Rodeo,
professional, state law requires that JULIE (Joint Utility Saturday, May 14, from 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m., in the City
Locating Information for Excavators) be contacted before any Hall parking lot at 28W701 Stafford Place.
digging begins. Every project. Every time. Avoid knocking out Public Works Week Fill-A-Truck Food Drive: Looking for a
the internet, power, or other critical services in the way to give back to the community? Join the Public Works
community. Know what’s below. Have underground utility department in collecting food and household provisions for
lines located before planting, building, adding, or fixing local community food banks during Public Works Week, May
anything. Keep family, and neighbors safe. Visit 15 - 21. Donations may be dropped off at City Hall, 3S258
JULIEBeforeYouDig.com or call 811. It’s a free service.
Manning Avenue, in the lower level vestibule starting Monday,
May 16 through Monday, May 23.

APRIL IS SAFE DIGGING MONTH

Public Works Week Open House: This free event on May 19
offers big equipment for kids to explore, along with fun
activities and educational materials about the Public Works
Department.
www.warrenville.il.us
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IDEC ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Visit the News section of the City website at
www.warrenville.il.us for more information about the holiday
acknowledgements for April 2022.
The City’s Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Awareness
Commission (IDEC) welcomes feedback, ideas, and suggestions
to further the mission of inclusivity and respect for all in
Warrenville.
Comments
may
be
submitted
to
idec@warrenville.il.us.

APRIL BRUSH PICKUP
Brush is defined as trimmings from bushes and trees. To ensure
safety of staff and efficient pickup, please observe and comply
with the following guidelines:
 Only one pile per address
 Pile cannot be greater than 3 feet high, 8 feet deep, and 15

feet long
 Branches cannot exceed 8 feet in length, and no more than
8 inches in diameter
 Cut ends should extend toward the street
To view the pickup schedule, visit the City’s webpage:
www.warrenville.il.us/809/Brush-Pickups–Wood-Chips.

EMPLOYEE ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations to the following employee who is celebrating
a milestone anniversary with the City in April:
Barbara Dembinski
Crossing Guard — 15 years

Hometown Happenings recognizes employees celebrating
milestone 5, 10, 15, 20, or more years of employment.

SENIOR TELECOMMUNICATION TAX
REBATE APPLICATIONS DUE APRIL 30
The City of Warrenville will reimburse City Telecommunications
Taxes paid by qualifying seniors with a total household income
of $40,000, or less in the previous calendar year. The rebate is
applied to the tax payments, beginning with the year in which
the senior turned 65. The applicant must occupy the property
as their principal residence and be liable for paying the taxes.
Reimbursement will be made only for the preceding calendar
year.
The Rebate form and instructions are available on the City’s
website, www.warrenville.il.us under Our Community >
Resident Services > Senior and Disabled Services >
Telecommunications Tax Rebate.
All completed applications must be submitted by April 30,
2022. Call (630) 836-3050 for more information.

HYDRANT FLUSHING
During April, Public Works Utility Division
crews flush fire hydrants citywide. The
entire process takes about three weeks.
Generally, hydrant flushing is completed
twice a year to maintain water quality and
ensure hydrants are properly working.
Questions regarding this program can be
directed to the Warrenville Public Works
Department at (630) 393-9050.

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

Spring thaws reveal dog waste left
behind. Be a good neighbor and clean
up after your dog!

www.facebook.com/CityOfWarrenville

HOMETOWN HAPPENINGS

City of Warrenville
3S258 Manning Avenue
Warrenville, IL 60555
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Mayor’s Column Continued from Front Page

Of course, Sara eventually outgrew this arrangement and got her own bike. Many more rides were to come. Both Sara and our son,
Ryan, rode their first Century (100 miles in one day) at age 13. The bike sat for a while until Mary and I determined that it was the
perfect way for us to stay together while riding, and we have logged thousands of miles on it since. Each time we visit Sara in
Miami, we take it with us to ride along the ocean with her. But in recent years, more and more components have been failing, and
only the talents and ingenuity of Jeremy and Bob at Recycled Cycling have kept Yellow Jacket on the road. Until last week.

Jeremy called with some sad news. The downtube where it connected to the bottom bracket was rusted through, and this bike was
no longer safe to ride. It never occurred to me that we would not have this bike to ride, surrounded by the comfort of so many
wonderful memories. But, our 34-year love affair with this bike was over. Not even one final ride for old time’s sake.
I thought of this when I was reading the March 20, Sunday Daily Herald and found their “Remember When, Revisited, Suburban
Places That Live Forever in Our Memories” section. None of the places they featured were in Warrenville, but some were familiar
(Anybody remember the Prince Castles in Naperville and Aurora?). Whether you grew up in Warrenville or some other place, I’m
confident that you still harbor a sense of loss for what was familiar and favorite, and you thought would always be there, but is
gone.
But of course, everything ends. For us personally, and for communities. The good news is, there are new beginnings. Community
landmarks and cherished favorites have their time and disappear, but new potential favorites take their place with new
opportunities for creating memories. By the time you are reading this, we will be riding our shiny new tandem purchased at
Warrenville’s own Recycled Cycling. “Extreme yellow” has apparently joined harvest gold and avocado as un-available and undesirable color choices. Gray is currently in, and candidly, our new trail bike is better suited to our current riding needs. Yellow
Jacket is a fond memory, and was donated to Working Bikes for parts, but ride we will! See you on the trails.

MAYOR’S FITNESS CHALLENGE BEGINS IN MAY!
Mayor Brummel is once again motivating Warrenville residents to get up, get going, and
get fit! On Monday, May 2, the Mayor’s Fitness Challenge will return for its 11th year!
Mayor’s Fitness Challenge is a program designed to inspire a competitive nature and
motivate residents to engage in some type of physical activity. The goal is to log at least
150 minutes of activity each week. This program will run for 10 weeks, from May 2 to
July 9.
To join the program, visit the City’s website at www.warrenville.il.us, and click City
Government > Mayor > Mayor's Fitness Challenge. Go to Quick Links on the right and
choose “Mayor's Fitness Challenge Log” to register. Return regularly (daily or weekly) to record your minutes. Participants must be
at least 12 years of age or older. Participants who complete the challenge by logging 1,500 minutes or more over the 10 weeks, will
receive a limited edition prize, and top competitors will receive special recognition as well. See the website for more details.
Remember, Mayor Brummel doesn’t just want you to get fit; he’s looking to motivate some healthy family time, so get your minutes
together! Be creative with your fitness activities to count your minutes. Some great suggestions for physical activity include the
City’s Bike Rodeo on May 14, and the Warrenville Park District’s variety of programs, classes, and activities to name just a few.

Registration opens in late April, but minutes can not be logged until the start of the challenge on May 2. Questions, can be
directed to Dawn Grivetti, at (630) 836-3028, or via email: info@warrenville.il.us. Good luck! Have fun! And STAY HEALTHY!

www.warrenville.il.us

