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That new printer, kitchen appliance, miter saw, or something similar that
you ordered finally arrives. You carefully open the carton to find your new
treasure is imprisoned by a huge block of Styrofoam, and you basically have
to disassemble the carton to free it. The carton can easily be recycled, but
what do you do with the foam? Perhaps you order out frequently, again
because the foam containers cannot be easily recycled, you know you
shouldn’t, but into the trash they go.
Foam packaging is used extensively because it is light (95% air!), durable,
and inexpensive to produce, as well as very good at securing shipped goods
Mayor David L. Brummel
and preventing damage. The food containers are also very effective at
davidbrummel@warrenville.il.us
efficiently packaging your tasty treat as well as keeping it warm or cold.
Sadly for the environment, the fact that foam is so light severely limits it’s
desirability as a recyclable. Warrenville’s contract waste hauler does not accept Styrofoam for the same
reason that most others do not: it’s lightness and bulk.
Recyclables are sold by the pound, and it takes a mighty big pile of foam to equal a pound of glass,
paper, or metal. Also, because it is inexpensive to produce, and very difficult, time consuming, and
expensive to get back into its base form, the market for the product to be recycled is very weak (in 2018,
the recycling rate for polystyrene was just 0.9%). So, after a single use, it is discarded, only to crumble
and scatter in the wind or take up an inordinate amount of space in some landfill, and it will still be there
after your great-grandchildren have great-grandchildren. Currently, every year, world production of
polystyrene exceeds 15 million metric tons (metric ton = American ton + 214 lb). Most takeout containers
weigh in at under 14 ounces. Imagine this pile if you can. Yearly. So what can be done?
Continued on Page 4

AWWA DRINKING WATER WEEK
The American Water Works Associations (AWWA) has celebrated Drinking Water
Week to provide an opportunity for both Public Works staff and the community they
serve to join together in recognizing the vital role that water plays in residents’
daily lives. To celebrate this year, Public Works staff held a Youth Artwork Contest!
Visit the Public Works Department page on the City Website for more information on
the contest and to access additional activities for children.

THE CITY IS
HIRING!

INTERSECTION MODIFICATION

The median and right turn ‘free flow’ condition from westbound
Warrenville Road to northbound Batavia Road at the Warrenville and
See the City website at:
warrenville.il.us/jobs.aspx, for a Batavia Road intersection will be modified to an all way stop condition
on a trial basis. This work is scheduled to be completed by early May.
list and description of job
For updates and more information, please visit the City website.
openings.

Page 2

FREE WOODCHIPS
Free woodchips are available to residents at the Public Works
Garage, 3S346 Mignin Drive, at the north end of the street.
The woodchip bin is accessible 24 hours per day. Resident
cooperation is appreciated in order to ensure that the program
is efficient and can continue. Questions can be directed to Jeff
Simmons, Street Division Crew Leader, at (630) 386-3069.

MEALS FOR SENIORS 60 AND OLDER
In response to the need for older adults to receive meals during
the COVID-19 pandemic, DuPage Senior Citizens Council and the
City of Warrenville have partnered to hold a meal distribution
service on May 17, from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., at the Public
Works Building, 3S346 Mignin Ave. Residents 60 years of age
and older are eligible to receive 5 frozen meals.
To sign up, call Tracy Halunka at (224) 580-3748. For questions,
call DuPage Senior Citizens Council at (630) 620-0804 or email
at info@dupageseniorcouncil.org. Registration is required.

DOG LICENSING AND BIKE REGISTRATION
 May 20, near Summerlakes Clubhouse, 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
 May 28, Cerny Park Pavilion, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Dog licenses require proof of dog’s current rabies vaccination.
Bikes should be brought to have registration sticker applied. See
the City’s website or call CSO Perry at (630) 393-2131 for more
information. More dates will be scheduled through August 13.

MAY BRUSH PICKUP
Free brush pickup continues in May. Call Public Works at (630) 393-9050 for more information or for
pickup due to storm damage.

MEMORIAL DAY
OBSERVANCE

City Hall offices and the
Police Department front lobby
and administrative offices
will be closed Monday, May
30, for the Memorial Day
Holiday. All offices will
resume regular business
hours and services Tuesday,
Brush piles must comply with the following:
May 31. For emergency
 One pile per address
assistance, use the red phone
 Pile cannot be greater than 3 feet high, 8 feet deep, and 15 feet long
located in the Police
 Branches cannot be longer than 8 feet in length and no more than 8 inches in diameter
Department vestibule, or call
 Cut ends should extend toward the street
9-1-1. Emergency response
Brush pickup is limited to trimmings, and must be set out by 7:00 a.m. on the designated Monday. will not be affected by the
Pickup may occur on a day later in the week. Logs, root balls, stumps, lumber, etc. will NOT be closure.
picked up. Brush piles that do not comply will not be picked up.
Regular Brush Pick Up Schedule
Zone 1 – first Monday of April, May, September, and October
Zone 2 – second Monday of April, May, September, and October
Zone 3 – third Monday of April, May, September, and October
Zone 4 – fourth Monday of April, May, September, and October
Check the City website for scheduling updates.

www.warrenville.il.us
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IDEC ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

DRIVEWAY SEALCOATING LICENSE

For the month of May, the City recognizes the following:
 Haitian Heritage Month
 Jewish-American Heritage Month
 Mental Health Awareness Month
 National Asian American and South Pacific Islander Heritage
Month
 Cinco de Mayo (May 5)
Additional information will be published on the City’s website
and Facebook page throughout the month of May.

City Code now prohibits the sale and use of coal-tar based
sealant products within the City. Effective January 1, 2023,
pavement sealcoating professionals will also need to obtain a
City license prior to performing pavement sealcoating work in
Warrenville. A list of sealcoating professionals licensed to work
in Warrenville will be available on the City’s website starting in
December 2022.
When hiring a driveway sealing professional, ask what type of
sealants they use and whether they are licensed with the City.
Most driveway sealants are comprised of either coal tar or an
asphalt emulsion. Coal tar-based products contain high
concentrations of chemical compounds known to be
carcinogenic to humans. Asphalt-based sealants are generally
considered less toxic to humans and aquatic life.

The City's Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Awareness
Commission (IDEC) welcomes feedback, ideas, and suggestions
to further the mission of inclusivity and respect for all.
Comments may be submitted to idec@warrenville.il.us.

Many thanks to the City’s Environmental Advisory Commission
for bringing this recommendation to the City Council to ban
coal-tar based products in Warrenville.

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK, MAY 11-17
Established by Congress in 1962, National
Police Week pays special recognition to
those law enforcement officers who have lost
their lives in the line of duty for the safety and
protection of others.

DOCUMENT SHREDDING AND
ELECTRONIC RECYCLING EVENT
The Police Department will host a document shredding and
electronics recycling event for Warrenville residents on Saturday,
May 7, in the Bower Elementary School parking lot, 4S241 River
Road, from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. or until the trucks are full.
Paper documents are free and will be limited to three bankersized boxes or paper grocery bags. Recycling of smaller
electronics is free, while larger electronics will require a pre-paid
voucher available only at: www.escrap.org/warrenville-html/.
Full event details including voucher
costs and drop-off guidelines can
be viewed at: warrenville.il.us/
CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=959.
Questions call: (630) 393– 2131.

On May 5, a ceremony will be held at the Illinois Police Officers
Memorial monument in Springfield, IL, to honor officers killed in
the line of duty in 2021, and their families. This year, as in other
years, a group of Warrenville police officers will volunteer their
time to be in attendance.

YARD WASTE PICKUP
Yard waste collection is provided by Groot, the City’s refuse and
recycling hauler, on the same day refuse is picked up from April
1 through November 30. Stickers are required to be affixed to
yard waste bags or resident-owned 32 gallon rigid containers,
and can be purchased at City Hall and other various locations.

EMPLOYEE ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations to the following employee who is celebrating a
milestone anniversary with the City in May:
Debra Swinden
Administrative Assistant - 15 years
Hometown Happenings recognizes employees celebrating
milestone 5, 10, 15, 20, or more years of employment.

www.facebook.com/CityOfWarrenville
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Mayor’s Column Continued from Front Page

First, whenever you can, urge suppliers to find alternatives to foam. Pressure from the customer is very effective. Second, you can
recycle this stuff with a little effort. Dart Container Corporation, 310 Evergreen Drive, North Aurora, IL, will accept foam from the
public 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and they are less than 9 miles from Warrenville. There are a few simple guidelines that
can be reviewed on their website, www.dart.biz, or call (800) 288-CARE. Thank you, DART!
I know, it’s hard to justify a trip like this for only a few items, which leads me to the third suggestion: be that person wh o will
collect items for their friends and neighbors until there is enough to make the trip worthwhile. Maybe your church or other
organization has, or could, start a collection program. Maybe you are already doing this. If so, let people know. Former City Clerk
Emily Larson did this for many years, although she has had to give it up. Plan Commission Chairman Tim Cosgrove has also done it
for me and others, for many years. Be like Emily. Be like Tim.
(Thanks to citizen Hank Sikora for the idea for the column.)

MAYOR’S FITNESS CHALLENGE BEGINS MAY 2!
On Monday, May 2, the Mayor’s Fitness Challenge returns for its 11th year! The program is designed to inspire a competitive nature
and motivate residents to engage in physical activity. The goal is to log at least 150 minutes of activity each week. The program
runs for 10 weeks, from May 2 - July 9.
To register, visit the City’s website at www.warrenville.il.us, and click City Government > Mayor > Mayor's
Fitness Challenge. Go to Quick Links on the right and choose “Mayor's Fitness Challenge Log.” Return regularly
(daily or weekly) to record your minutes. Participants must be 12 years of age or older. Those who complete the
challenge by logging 1,500 minutes or more over the 10 weeks will receive a limited edition prize, and top
competitors will receive special recognition as well. See the website for more details.
Mayor Brummel encourages healthy family time, so get your minutes together! Be creative with your fitness
activities to count your minutes. Some great suggestions for physical activity include the City’s Bike Rodeo on
May 14, and the Warrenville Park District’s variety of programs, classes, and activities to name just a few.

Registration is open, so don’t delay, and log in today! Questions can be directed to Dawn Grivetti, at (630)
836-3028, or via email at: info@warrenville.il.us. Good luck! Have fun! And STAY HEALTHY!

PUBLIC WORKS WEEK, MAY 15 - 21, 2022
Open House: Thursday, May 19, 3:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Public Works Building,
3S346 Mignin Drive. This is a free event and open to the public. FEATURING: Big
equipment and vehicles to explore; free promotional items and food; meeting and
greet the Public Works Staff to learn more about the work they do!
Fill-a-Truck Food Drive: Looking for a way to give back to the community? The Warrenville Public Works Department is
participating in APWA’s Fill-a-Truck Food Drive! During Public Works Week, the department will be collecting food and household
provisions for a local community food bank. Donations may be dropped off in the collection box located in the lower level vestibule
at City Hall, 3S258 Manning Ave., 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday - Friday.
During the week of May 15 to 21, check out the City of Warrenville's Facebook page to learn more about the department's
operations and get updates on the Fill-a-Truck Food Drive. Questions can be directed to Kristin Youngmeyer at (630) 836-3056.
(630) 836-3050

