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Several things prompted me to visit my old neighborhood on the east side of
Warrenville a short time ago. The home I grew up in still sits on the northeast
corner of Lorraine and Central, although Mom and Dad would not recognize it
as it has grown considerably. The hill on the north end of the street that I and
my brothers used to sled down, that seemed so precipitous at the time, now
appears pretty tame. When I was ten or so, there were twelve houses total on
Lorraine, with lots of open prairie in between. Now, there are 38 houses with
only one empty lot remaining.
We were content growing up there in the late 50's and early 60's. The few
houses and grassy fields provided ample opportunity for
Continued on Page 4
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MAIL BOX DAMAGE
FROM SNOW PLOWS?

NO STREET PARKING
AFTER 2” SNOWFALL

The City’s Public Works crews work diligently to
remove snow from roadways in a timely manner.
Sometimes the snow is so heavy when it comes off
the plow, it can damage free standing mailboxes.

Please help Public Works staff to keep City roads clear
and free of snow by not parking on any street,
roadway, or roadway shoulder for a period of twenty
four (24) hours after the accumulation of two inches
(2") or more of snow; or until the street or roadway
has been cleared of snow.

The City will consider claims for reimbursement of
mailbox damage by a City snowplow. Claims must be
submitted within 30 days of the damage. To
download a claim form go to: www.warrenville.il.us
and select Departments > Public Works > Street
Division > Mailbox Replacement. Contact the Public
Works Department at (630) 393-9050 with questions.

While the Police Department does not have control
over when snowfall will be removed from City streets,
it is empowered to ticket and tow vehicles parked in
violation of City Code 5-3-9, which enforces parking
bans on streets after snowfall.

DISCARDED CHRISTMAS
TREE PICKUP
Waste Management will pick up discarded Christmas
trees during the first two weeks in January 2018,
without stickers on the regular City refuse pickup day.
AFTER the second week in January 2018, all trees will
be taken as trash and must have a sticker attached.
Trees longer than 6 feet in length must be cut in half.
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CITY OFFICES CLOSED
In observance of the upcoming holidays, City Hall offices, and the
Police Department Front Desk and Records Division will be closed
on January 1st and 2nd, 2018.
For emergency assistance, call 9-1-1 or use the red phone located
in the Police Department vestibule. You will be connected to 9-1-1
dispatch.

EMPLOYEE ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations to the following employees who are celebrating a
milestone anniversary in January:

Jeff Downey, Patrol Corporal – 15 years
Chris Maxwell, Patrol Sergeant – 10 years
Josh Perry, Animal Control Officer – 10 years
Hometown Happenings recognizes employees celebrating
milestone 5, 10, 15, 20 or more years of employment.

CITY SUPPORTS CHRISTMAS SHARING
Warrenville elected officials and employees collaborated to
contribute to Christmas Sharing of Wheaton and Warrenville. At the
November 20th, City Council meeting, Mayor Brummel read a
proclamation acknowledging the Christmas Sharing Program and
encouraging all residents to participate.
The program is coordinated by an all-volunteer charitable
organization run by a coalition of Wheaton and Warrenville
churches that provides assistance to families in need during the
holiday season. Their mission is one of simple compassion–to make
the holidays a little more joyful for their neighbors in need.
City officials and employees wanted to give back to the Warrenville
community, because of the support the community provides them.
Towards that end, $1,200 was raised in addition to donation of
several bags of clothing, coats, toys, and food. Monetary donations
will be used to buy new toys and food for program clients.

www.warrenville.il.us

BEFORE A WINTER STORM OR EXTREME
COLD HITS...






Gather emergency supplies for work and home
Winterize your home
Protect water pipes
Prepare for isolation in the home
Prepare the vehicle for the winter

During a winter storm or extreme cold, do the following:
 Stay indoors as much as possible
 Check on the elderly or homebound
 Ensure proper ventilation when using alternative heat from a
fireplace or stove heater
 Eat to supply heat to the body, and drink to avoid dehydration
 Dress in layers and avoid overexertion when outside
 Watch for signs of frostbite and hypothermia
 Do not travel. If a trip cannot be delayed, consider using public
transportation
 Travel during daylight hours and don’t travel alone
 Carry a winter storm survival kit, which should contain blankets,
flashlight with extra batteries, first aid kit, knife, high calorie,
non-perishable foods, extra clothing, large empty can and plastic
cover with tissues and paper towels for sanitary purposes,
smaller can and waterproof matches to melt snow for drinking
water, sack of sand or cat litter, shovel, windshield scraper and
brush, tool kit, tow rope, booster cables, water container,
compass and road map.
More detailed information can be found on the City’s website at
www.warrenville.il.us. Select Government > Emergency
Management Agency.

SIDEWALK SNOW REMOVAL
Property owners are encouraged to remove snow and ice from the
sidewalk in front of their homes as a neighborly gesture. There are
numerous areas throughout the City where the sidewalk is located
in front of common property where there are no homes. In these
instances, the City encourages the property owners adjacent to
these sections of sidewalk to remove the snow and ice.
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2018 CITY CALENDARS
ARE HERE!
Pick up a free copy at City Hall, the Police Department, the Library,
or the Park District. The theme of this year’s calendar is: IMAGES OF
WARRENVILLE PAST
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CITY PARK RESERVATIONS
Applications for 2018 rental of City Parks (Albright Gazebo, Cerny,
Bob Walters Commons, and Leone Schmidt Heritage) may be made
beginning January 3, 2018. Park reservations are on a “first come
first serve” basis and cannot be held without payment. Payment
cannot be made via phone. Payment in the form of cash, check,
MasterCard, VISA, Discover, or AmEx will be accepted at the counter
with a completed application. For questions regarding reservation
of a City Park, call (630) 393-9050.

CITY DOG TAGS
2018 dog tags are now available for purchase at City Hall or at the
Police Department. Proof of a certificate of rabies vaccination is
required at time of purchase.
 Dog tag license fees:
 $4.00 neutered dog
 $8.00 non-neutered dog
 For residents age 65 and older, there is no fee for a neutered

dog; $4.00 for a non-neutered dog
 Guide Dogs for the vision or hearing impaired: No fee

TOYS FOR TOTS A SUCCESS!
Thank you to the many generous people who dropped off donations
for the Toys for Tots campaign! On Thursday, December 15th, the
toys were loaded into the Police Department "sleigh" and delivered
to the drop-off location for distribution.

Reservations accepted after Jan. 3, 2018

TIPS TO PREVENT FROZEN WATER LINES
Remove garden hose from outside spigot
Allow warm air to circulate around the water meter
Tightly seal any vents or access areas in crawl space
If water pipes are on an exterior wall, leave cabinet doors open
for better exposure to heat
 Let water run at a trickle on extremely cold nights (about the
diameter of a pencil)
 Contact the Water Division to shut off water at vacant
properties
 Low water pressure could be an indicator that pipes are starting
to freeze





Questions regarding these tips? Call (630) 393-5753.

WASTE MANAGEMENT CART SERVICE
Waste Management (WM) offers City residents that currently
participate in City curbside refuse collection, the option to switch to
once-per-week refuse collection with a 95-gallon cart. The cost of
the cart is currently $20.70 per month, WM will bill residents
directly, and they will provide the cart and any other related
equipment necessary for collection to residents. To enroll, contact
WM at (800) 796-9696.
The refuse sticker program is still available for those who wish to
remain with that program. Currently, individual stickers are $4.71
each, or $23.55 for a sheet of five stickers, and can be purchased
at City Hall or Family Foods.
www.warrenville.il.us
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I LLINOIS H ELPLINE FOR O PIOIDS AND O THER S UBSTANCES
The Illinois Department of Human Services, Division of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse, has established the Illinois helpline for opioids
and other substances. This is a confidential and free helpline available 24-hours a day, seven days a week to help those who experience or
are affected by use disorders. Helpline specialists assist in connecting callers to treatment and recovery support services.

The Helpline number is 1-833-2FINDHELP.
The goals of the Helpline are to: Provide individuals and families with information and
timely access to opioid use disorder (OUD) behavioral health treatment, rehabilitation and
recovery support services; Provide individuals and families with information and referral to
a comprehensive range of OUD services and resources available to meet their needs; Assist
callers with eligibility and insurance enrollment resources; Offer outreach and engagement
to assist in connecting callers to care, when possible; and provide OUD behavioral health
crisis intervention services.

M AYOR ’ S C OLUMN C ONTINUED FROM F RONT P AGE
self-directed outdoor amusement and enterprise with neighborhood friends, and I can't remember ever wanting to live anywhere else. I
also can't remember realizing that the land on our street, and indeed in the entire subdivision, was divided in the late 30's entirely into
small lots that would eventually have homes built on them. The prairie that we enjoyed and took for granted, that separated us from our
neighbors, would over the coming years, become a fond memory.
Something else that prompted this visit and reverie was the recent preparing and placing of another community time capsule to be opened
fifty years from now. The one that it replaces was set in 1987, and looking through its contents when it was opened recently brought back
a flood of memories for many of us long-timers for people, times, and places that have passed from the scene. The new capsule will in 50
years provide those who open it with a snapshot of a Warrenville that also will be in 2067, in many ways, a fond memory.
Last month's Mayor's Column also prompted some reflection for me. If you recall, I was pretty enthusiastic about a significant amount of
potential development that is in the pipeline for Warrenville over the next couple of years. This development, from my perspective, will
make Warrenville a better and stronger community by providing more diversified housing stock and economic development supporting new
and existing businesses. Of course, development means change, and change almost always involves gains and losses. There is no such
thing as the perfect development, at least not one that everyone can agree is exactly right. If you have rural leanings, empty lots might be
just fine with you. If you came from a more urban situation, you might wish for those empty lots to be filled with neighbors and amenities
that you find desirable. The thing is, all the properties that I mentioned in my column are owned by someone (a couple were purchased by
the City to better control their redevelopment) who has the right to develop them, just as you would if you owned one of them. To assume
that they will stay as they are, going forward, is not realistic or likely over the long term.
So, bottom line, more change is coming to Warrenville, one way or another. Much of what transpired in the early history of our community,
before incorporation and before we had the resources to effectively deal with development, was not thought out or planned with an eye on
long-term consequences. Today we are in a much better position to make decisions for development based on multiple plans fashioned
with public input, outside consultants, talented professional staff, experienced elected officials, and informed and dedicated plan commission members, all with an eye on maintaining our small town values and older residential neighborhoods, while also ensuring Warrenville's viability and sustainability for the coming fifty years.
I loved the Lorraine Street with twelve houses that I grew up on sixty years ago; the one that only survives in memory. It seems likely to me
that kids growing up on Lorraine Street in 2018, the one with 38 houses (maybe 39?), will look back on their street with fondness as well,
even though their remembered experience will be far different than mine. Perhaps for some young man, if he proves very fortunate, that
pretty redhead that one day moves in across the street will one day turn out to be the love of his life and wife for 49 years and counting. It
could happen–I know.
www.warrenville.il.us

