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The headline above the article in the Chicago Tribune (Trib) late last month
read: "Palatine officials tell man to tear down treehouse." This caught my
attention for a couple of reasons. First, growing up in unincorporated
Warrenville, open fields and scavenged building materials provided many
happy hours putting together and having "meetings" in our forts/clubhouses.
My friends and I preferred to build on the ground, and sometimes
underground, with a camouflaged roof of boards covered with branches and
brush. The underground option had the obvious disadvantage of being
perpetually damp, and after a good rain, sadly uninhabitable for long
periods. We loved trees, and spent a great deal of time up in them, we just
didn't build in them beyond dragging up a board or two to serve as seats. A
favorite was a particularly large and climbable maple on
Continued on Page 4

Mayor David L. Brummel
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11TH ANNUAL SHREDDING DAY AND NEWLY ADDED
ELECTRONICS RECYCLING!
The Police Department is pleased to announce the inclusion of electronics recycling at the 11th annual
Document Shredding Day event. The event will be held on Saturday, May 19, 2018, at the Warrenville Public
Works facility, 3S346 Mignin Drive, from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.
This free (*) event is open to all residents of the community.
Residents are encouraged to drop off their paper documents to be shredded. As with past events, please limit
the quantity of items to three banker-sized boxes.
And, for the first time at this event, electronics recycling will be accepted. Items accepted for recycling include
computers, laptops, servers, switches, modems, routers, batteries, UPS systems, printers, copiers, fax
machines, circuit boards, cords, wires, toys, small appliances, stereo equipment, office equipment, telephone
systems, cell phones, games, PDAs, and banking/financial/medical equipment.
Other larger items (e.g. televisions, microwaves, CRT/LCD monitors, mini refrigerators, etc.) will be accepted at
the recycling drop-off location, but will require a purchased voucher either at the event or prior to the event
online. More detailed information on accepted items, costs, and a link to purchase vouchers will be added to
the City website and released through social
media.
Questions regarding this event may be directed
to Police Deputy Chief Jacobson at (630) 3932131 or jjacobson@warrenville.il.us.
(*) Larger electronic items require a fee to be
paid prior to the item being accepted.
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SENIOR TELECOMMUNICATION
TAX REBATE APPLICATIONS
DUE APRIL 27TH
The City of Warrenville will reimburse City Telecommunications
Taxes paid by qualified seniors with a total household income of
$40,000 or less in the previous calendar year. The rebate is applied
to the tax payments, beginning with the year in which the senior
turned 65. The applicant must occupy the property as their
principal residence and be liable for paying the taxes.
Reimbursement will be made only for the preceding calendar year.
The Senior Citizen Telecommunications Tax Rebate form and
instructions are available on the City’s website at
www.warrenville.il.us under Forms and Documents then
Documents. More information is available under Living > Senior
and Disabled Services > Utility Assistance.
Applications may also be picked up at City Hall. All completed
applications are due by April 27, 2018. Please call (630) 3939427 for more information.

YARD WASTE COLLECTION
City landscape and yard waste collection is available each year
from April 1 through November 30. Yard waste is picked up on the
same day as trash and recycling pickup. Leaves and grass cuttings
must be contained in either a 30-gallon biodegradable paper bag,
or a standard 35-gallon garbage container, which must clearly
display a YARD WASTE ONLY decal.
Decals can be obtained free of charge at City Hall. All containers or
bags still require the use of refuse and yard waste stickers. Call
(630) 393-9427 for more information.

Mayor’s Fitness Challenge
Mayor Brummel and the Warrenville Bicyclist and Pedestrian
Advisory Commission are again interested in motivating Warrenville
residents to get fit! On Monday, May 7, 2018, the Mayor’s Fitness
Challenge returns for its seventh year! This program is designed to
challenge residents to keep pace with Mayor Brummel by moving to
your own healthy beat. An avid exerciser, Mayor Brummel has been
riding his bike and running for years. Many may have even seen
him around town or at local Forest Preserves. But like any person,
motivation is tough sometimes. With the Mayor’s Fitness Challenge,
Warrenville residents can motivate each other.
The Mayor’s Fitness Challenge is a program designed to inspire
your competitive nature and motivate you to engage in some type of
physical activity. The goal is to log in at least 150 minutes of
activity each week. This program has been expanded to 12 weeks
instead of eight (May 7 – July 29). Stay tuned for some upcoming
Saturday morning bike rides with Mayor Brummel!
Participants who log 1,800 minutes
or more over the 12 week challenge
will receive a limited edition T-shirt.
Joining the program is easy. There is
no cost, and participants must be at
least 12 years old. Simply go to the
City’s webpage at www.warrenville.il.us and choose Government >
Mayor > Mayor's Fitness Challenge. Once at the Mayor’s Fitness
Challenge page, scroll down or go to Quick Links on the right and
choose Mayor's Fitness Challenge Log to register.
As you exercise each week, don’t forget to log back into the website
and record your time; you can do it weekly or daily. And remember,
Mayor Brummel doesn’t just want you getting fit; he’s looking to
motivate some healthy family time, so get your minutes together!
It’s at your discretion as to what counts as physical activity, but
the City has some great suggestions. Attend the annual Bike Rodeo
on May 19 from 9 a.m. to noon at the City Hall parking lot (Stafford
Place). The Warrenville Park District offers a variety of programs,
classes, and activities to meet your goal. Residents can join
FitnessNow and also participate in the Park District’s premier
summer event, the Firecracker 5k the morning of July 4. Mayor
Brummel will be there!
Registration opens April 16. If you have any questions about the
program, contact Cristina White at (630) 393-9427 or send an
email to cwhite@warrenville.il.us. Good luck!

www.warrenville.il.us
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BRUSH PICK-UP BEGINS IN APRIL
Free brush pick-up begins in April. Please refer to the adjacent map
to find out what zone you live in or visit the City’s website at
www.warrenville.il.us, then select Living > Street & Parkway
Maintenance > Brush Pickups – Wood Chips, and click on the Brush
Pickup Zone Map.

Zone 1 – first Monday of April, May, September, and October
Zone 2 – second Monday of April, May, September, and October
Zone 3 – third Monday of April, May, September, and October
Zone 4 – fourth Monday of April, May, September, and October
Please keep in mind that brush is required to be set out by 7:00
a.m. on the designated Monday, but pickup may occur on a day
later in that week.
Brush piles must comply with the following:
 One pile per address
 Pile cannot be greater than 3 feet in height, 8 feet in depth, and
15 feet in length
 Branches cannot be longer than 8 feet in length and no more
than 8 inches in diameter
 Branches must be placed with the larger cut end toward the
street

Brush pick-up is limited to trimmings (not tree removal) from bushes
or shrubs, and branches from trimming and/or pruning trees. Other
items such as logs, root balls, stumps, lumber, etc. will NOT be
picked up. Brush piles that do not conform to these standards will
not be picked up and a notice will be left on the front door. Call
the Public Works Department at (630) 393-9050 for more
information.

WATCH PREVIOUS CITY COUNCIL
MEETINGS ONLINE
You have a few options:
1) From www.youtube.com, search City of Warrenville or type in this
direct link: https://www.youtube.com/c/%20WarrenvilleIlUs_City_
of_Warrenville
2) From the City's website at:
www.warrenville.il.us, scroll
to the bottom and click on
the YouTube icon.
3) If you have Comcast Cable,
watch on Channel 10. The
program schedule is
available here: http://
www.warrenville.il.us/index.
aspx?nid=310

DOOR-TO-DOOR SOLICITORS
Persons wishing to solicitor their business door-to-door are
required to obtain a license from the City. Below is an example of
what a license looks like. If someone does not have a license with
them, or refuses to show it upon request, they may be in violation
of City Code, and residents are encouraged to call 9-1-1 to report
them. An officer will respond and verify if the solicitor has an
approved license to solicit.
Members of religious, school,
or community groups as well
as government employees on
official business are exempt
from these regulations.

EMPLOYEE ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations to the following employees who are celebrating
milestone anniversaries in April:

Kathleen Weiersheuser
Finance Department – 20 years
Lester Robert
Patrol Officer – 5 years
John Barnacle
Patrol Officer – 5 years
Hometown Happenings recognizes employees celebrating
milestone 5, 10, 15, 20 or more years of employment.
www.facebook.com/CityOfWarrenville

HOMETOWN HAPPENINGS

City of Warrenville
28W701 Stafford Place
Warrenville, IL 60555
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M AYOR ’ S C OLUMN C ONTINUED
FROM F RONT P AGE
Galusha at the north end of Lorraine, which we, exhibiting a total
lack of creativity, called "The Big Tree." But, everyone knew where
to go when someone suggested that we meet at The Big Tree. This
tree lives now only in the imaginations of those of us left who spent
our summers up in it, and the property is now part of the Forest
Preserve District. I think it is safe to say, if it still stood, and if
some kids today took to climbing it and attaching seats to
branches, these activities would not be allowed.
Which brings me to the second reason I was interested in reading
this article. As you may imagine, as Mayor, I am keenly interested
in the tension between individual rights and responsibility to
community. When my brothers and boyhood friends were at the tree
-climbing/fort-building age, Warrenville was sparsely populated,
people were spread out, and there were many empty lots and open
fields. There were minimal zoning and public health regulations,
and no police department, all of which functions were provided by
the County as needed. Today we have over 13,000 people in the
area once inhabited in my youth by perhaps one tenth of that
number. The more people that occupy a given space, the more it is
imperative to establish and follow some rules of behavior. This is
where an ongoing tension exists: What individual rights deserve to
be protected and preserved, and which behaviors need to be
curtailed or prohibited for the benefit of the community in order to
maintain order and protect and even enhance the quality of life for
the greatest number of citizens?
Depending on who you talk to about this, there are either too many
rules or not enough. I have lost track of the number of times I have
been asked "Why doesn't the City do something about (fill in the
blank)?" Or: "Why can't I do that?" I can only answer that local
government does its best to find, and stay close to, that elusive
sweet spot that balances our rights as individuals with our
responsibilities as citizens. This is an ongoing conversation in every
community that is continually evolving. Hence, the tension.
So, I read the Trib article. A father began building this treehouse
with his two sons, an activity he fondly remembered from his
childhood in rural Indiana. It was very tall in a subdivision of close
neighbors, and very visible from the street. By the time they got the
framing up, complaints started to pour in. Neighbors were
concerned about this "eyesore" hurting their property values,
among other things. This drew in the city, and the Dad was told he
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needed a special use permit for the project. He and his sons
proceeded to follow the process to obtain this requirement, all three
giving public testimony as to why they believed their project
deserved to receive the permit and move ahead.
You know the outcome if you recall the headline. It was probably
predictable, given the unusual nature of this project, its
prominence, and its location in the middle of a suburban
neighborhood. Some of you will agree with this result, and others
will find it disappointing. What I found of particular interest was
the reaction of the Dad to Palatine's decision, which I quote directly
from the Trib article by John Keilman, published March 7, 2018:
"He said he would respect the board's decision and take it
down - joined by the sons who helped put it up and fought
for it to stay." Dad said: "It's always an education to see
how the process works. For that purpose, I think it was a
good experience for them to have gone to the zoning board
and stated their case. We're trying to stay positive about
it - enjoy the work we've done together and use it as a
learning experience."

I don't know this fellow, but I admire his respect for his
community's process and rules, in spite of being prohibited from
doing something he really wanted to do. And, I have to think his
sons are very fortunate to have him for their Dad.

April 17, 2018
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Recreation Center Gym
3S260 Warren Avenue
 Blood Pressure Checks
 Giveaways
 Drawings throughout the

morning
 FREE food samples
 50+ vendors providing loads

of information for all ages!
 Enter to win a FREE

8” TABLET!

www.warrenville.il.us

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMISSION

THE RESOURCE
Volume 11, Issue 1
Spring 2018

CELEBRATE ARBOR DAY!
When: Saturday, April 28, 2018
10:00 a.m. - Noon

Warrenville Park District Recreation Center
3S260 Warren Ave
Free tree giveaway, door prizes, kids
crafts, live entertainment, light
refreshments, environmental fair, and
planting of the ceremonial tree
Celebrating 31 Years as a Tree City USA

Ceremonial Tree Planting Arbor Day 2017

HEALTHY LAWNS
It’s time to start thinking about how to cultivate the healthiest yard you can this summer. It doesn’t
have to be hard or complicated, and you can save money as well.
A lawn without pesticides does not have to be an eyesore. Recommended practices include keeping
lawn height at three inches to shade out weeds, hand pulling dandelions, and using corn gluten for
natural fertilizer and weed-seed germination inhibition. There are many wonderful resources for
caring for a natural lawn, particularly Midwest Pesticide Action Center and Pure Prairie Organics.
Also, Harvard University maintains its lawns using only compost tea, and their program is available
on their website.
Another option is to convert lawn over to native plantings, which are as healthful for native
pollinators, songbirds, and other wildlife as they are for people. Greater DuPage Wild Ones are an
excellent resource, as is the Morton Arboretum.
Bottom line? Healthy lawns keep our waterways clean and provide habitat for pollinators and other
wildlife. Enjoy the beauty of monarchs resting on milkweed, goldfinches perched on coneflowers,
and bees collecting pollen from Blackeyed Susans.

Submitted by EAC Commissioner Jean-Marie Kauth
Sources:
http://midwestpesticideaction.org/midwest-grows-green/, http://www.pureprairieorganics.net, http://energyandfacilities.harvard.edu/facilities-services/
landscape-maintenance, http://dupage.wildones.org, and http://www.mortonarb.org/native-trees-midwest

The Resource

City of Warrenville
28W701 Stafford Place
Warrenville IL 60555

Find us online at:
http://warrenville.il.us/
index.aspx?nid=316

“It shall be the intent and purpose of the Environmental Advisory Commission to help develop educational and informational programs
and materials that promote environmental awareness and behavior, as well as to promote and coordinate the City’s beautification
efforts and to conduct an annual Arbor Day activity in Warrenville.”

ILLINOIS FUTURE ENERGY JOBS ACT (FEJA)
After nearly two years of negotiating, Illinois has one of the most significant pieces of clean energy
legislation ever to pass the Illinois General Assembly. The Future Energy Jobs Act (FEJA) went into
effect June 1, 2017, and is now in the implementation phase. It requires that 25% of Commonwealth
Edison and Ameren Illinois’s power come from renewable sources by 2025 and devotes $750 million
(not from tax revenue) to programs that provide training for new energy jobs and help consumers cut
their utility bills and pay for energy efficiency upgrades.1
Homeowners wanting to install solar panels will benefit from state incentives through net metering and
Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) with cash pay-outs. The return on investment is now less than five
years with the 30% federal tax credit. And for businesses, the return is even faster due to accelerated
depreciation for commercial projects.2 However, before making a solar investment, it is essential to
maximize a building’s energy efficiency. Learn how your home uses and wastes energy by arranging an
energy audit through the Energy Impact Illinois program. Information is available at www.elevateenergy
.org.

Image from: howstuffworks.com

For customers that cannot install solar on their roof or property, Community Solar will present an
opportunity. Community Solar is “shared solar”, in which each investor pays for their partial interest in
the system and is credited for their share of the energy produced. Installation can be on “Brownfield” or
undesirable property and proximity is not necessary.2 More information about this solar program is
available at www.citizensutilityboard.org
Additionally, $30 million from ComEd will be used to train the Illinois workforce for future energy jobs. Six
community colleges across the state have been chosen, with the College of Lake County and Olive
Harvey College ready to debut programs this fall. Starting education at the middle school level is a
priority and a high school pre-apprenticeship program is being developed. The International Brotherhood
of Electrical Workers (IBEW) is taking education on the road with a “big rig” truck outfitted for student
participation. Contact Harry Ohde, Executive Director of the Illinois IBEW Renewable Energy Fund at
hohede@local134.org with questions about the “big rig”.
FEJA is a comprehensive energy policy that strengthens the economy and protects consumers, while
ensuring a more secure energy future.
Submitted by EAC Commissioner Kathy Franke
_________________________
1
2

Jack Darin, Sierra Club Chapter Director
Lisa Albrecht, Illinois Solar

Environmental Advisory Commission

Futureenergyjobsact.com
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